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177 - more than just a free telephone call. 


meee The number that brings 


You provide your customers with a simple and 


convenient telephone number - at your expense - that 
allows them helpful, on-the-spot access for information, 0 U i 10 rea C U S O | Θ (S 
to place orders or suggestions and eons detaisof - . : . 
special offers. ᾿ 
+77 works for γοὺ 
It's 8 fact - In businesses with 8 177 number, 
the telephone rings more often. ; 
{t's a fact - When the telephone rings more often, 
od more business, : 
a fact - When you do more business, 
a ean more money. 
.177 - nationwide telephone number - 
Number 177 has no specific area code, 
τν Thus you become & nationwide business close’ 
to all customers, ᾿ 
Businesses with a number of branches : ' 
You adverilse only one 177 number ae 
and incoming calls are automatically connected. 
to your nearest branch (up fo saven branches).. 
- Businesses operting. in 8. specific area 
You determine which areas your 177 call wil reach, 
Access to all om areas ie locked. : 
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VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 
Τ was very much amused by 


GUTSY LADIES 
Netty C. Gross’s recent column 


PUSH BIKES 


Just for the record: The first large , 


Jerusalem. The tour raised money 


matrons, particularly those of an prostilutes are powerful or in for Ravenswood and EMMS 
intellectual cast. control of their tives. But post- Hospitals. 
AY 26, 1995 In 40 years of seagoing I have feminist dissenters have begun to In addition, the British Heart 
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UNDERGROUND IN ITALY 
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thousands of prostitutes of half-a- 


a certain amount of guts to live 


Foundation had a similar rids twp Ὁ 


weeks in a row this month, 


hundred nationalities. A seaman the lives they live. Grit, for sure. Logistics by Chaim R ἢ 
As commander of a clandestine operation that » has very little time In port and πὸ “ΝΟ sex, no lies, no videotape” Yossi Assaroff and Ayala Tours, Ὁ 
challenged the British blockade of Palestine, τ time at all for courtship even in was a brilliant credo for The ‘The rest of the article was ᾿ 
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By Abraham Rabinovich © the language of the port. [fhe is Debby Biall cycling in Israel. 
ὙΠ looking for companionship-and Jerusalem Eva Rockman 
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A year ago, 12 young idealists pooted their funds ΩΝ, [ choose by necessity among the ABBIE DESERVES BETTER 
to build their own, independent kibbutz in Galilee. ἸΦΘΑῚΊ ladies of the night. Who is David Isaacson and how FUNDING FINDS A WAY 
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with such ods and opinion provided by the Joint Distribution 
postwar nations like Japan and against Abbie that ἐξ would not Committee. She goes on to say that 
Departments Korea and many present-day surprise me if Isaacson still after Pear] Harbor, when all of 
South American or Asian believes that all long-haired Shanghai was occupied by the 
4 FAST FORWARD countries, These women are people should be punished. Japanese, “funding from the JDC 
working to feed their parents and For the hip generation of the °60s γγβ8 halted.” 
ὃ 23 BOOKS send their brothers through school and carly 703, Abbie Hoffman This last statement is incorrect. 
Ἢ 28 ART and many of them are fine, self- was an intellectual radical giant To be sure, it was no longer 
: 81 BUT SERIOUSLY Sacrificing human beings. who tried to change America’s possible for the JDC, an 
‘Writers tend to romanticize thinking toward a more human, American agency, to send monoy 
prostitutes. The French are understanding set of values. Most 10 a Jnpanese-controlled area. 
particularly prone to this. Sex sells of those] like him who tried and However, acting on Instructions 
— and always has, The proud, hung onto thelr values of equality, from JDC in New York, which 
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ports I have not visited, but I eventually killed, beaten, just such a war possibility, the 
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Samaritan Mosaic Floor 


T would exclude from these 
generalizations the women of poor 


ΠῚ great private collections 


The reviewer has laced his review 


: : 2 ; ; Grateful Dead concerts, Tel Aviv 
᾿ Israel museum 
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Fi, May 26, 11 a.m, 


Performance. 


, Jerusalem 
THIS WEEK'S EVENTS | 


CONCERTS: Performance by immigrant muelcians. 
Ticho House. 


GALLERY TALKS: Princely Taste by Flivka Welss-Blok. 
Tue., May 80, & p.m. (in English), 


Tickets at agencies or at the Museum ona hour before the 
Tel: 250905, 240896. 


newcomers, and that until 
December 1941 funds were 
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2 m. They are always there for us, helping us to 
Marla Ele - plano: Mozart, Schubert, Chopin, Debussy, . needs - and to understand the: ey y = Saw 
My V Wa ane Gldal, Photographs Music In the Exhibition: Princely Taste. Golden Strings Quaral successfully tackle our complex logistics, There's always som 
Works of the ploneer pholographer who Tue, May 25, 6 p.m, 
helped change the face of m: lern photo- 
journalism from the 1920s on. 


ote enna np a ΕΣ ΞΎΟΝ 


Bracha Lichtenberg-Ettinger: Princely Taste by Ea Reyev. Tue,, May 90, 7 p.m. (In Hebrew) ODED COHEN 
Hatlala -Autiswork κι ele The leracl Festival at the Museum May 26, 27, 29, 30 

Fiecent works on paper by an Israell artist ὙΌΣ REE S s 

Iving In Paris. 


Netty Gross’s reactions to the gives an interesting post-feminist bike ride (340 cyclists) through Byes = 
brazen hussies of Tel Aviv (Out interpretation of the role of the Israel took place in November ξ AONE. Ὁ he nae ᾿ 5 i , ie 
There, May 12). It was so utterly prostitute in our sociely. 1992, sponsored by Classic Tows : 5 : BF, da eta ishintviehininininianie nati ete ee ‘i ἀπὸ eeeke 
: typical of the emotions aroused in Traditional feminist canon London; and Ayala Tours, = z AMMAR Fi spsite : 
a the breasts of gently ralsed Tejecis totally the notion that 5 
M. 


In order to meet all our export and import commitments, we need a global, 
reliable shipping company that delivers on time. At Zim we work with a 
highly skilled team of professionals who are always ready to listen to our 


at Zim. 


Managing Director 
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Some 300 objects from the renowned collections of Eu: in princes and aristocrats, 
Including tte Princa and Princess of MOVIE: Prit ἃ Porter to Wear) (USA 1994, 130 min.) 
Adllonal special exiblion foe Gurley oe nei he Hooch Family end others. Dye Rote ree he τ Ασα 


Gadot Biochemical Industries Ltd. 
4th century CE, discovered in El Khirbe, 


New Acquiailions In the Department of 


Mon., Thur, 12:30 p.m. Aliman, with Sophia Loren, Cher, Tim 


and designers. A look Into the world of high fashion. 
: : : dune 1, 8 p.m, Auditorium, 
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Potra In the News jaa! of a crucified in = LA : May 30: a oo TOURS IN ENGLISH. 
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Islamic Art ἘΣ ὦ At the Rockefeller Museum. he é Peta aceon me Inthe Fil Tam, Tue, 4:50 p.m, 

-13- See are ‘Noblemen's . Concert combin! Galleries: Mon, Thur, 2pm. 
ofthe Sranname, tan Me Πυαμαίοπα CG HOUSE . Mudeandanoe byte earache Rub μαῖα αἰ Eainogrens Sen ec Εμπα 
and india, 14-19 cent, : ‘Anna Ticho ~ Judéan Hills, 19708 | Pree eel and weance, and a vie ia the Pegg tema eon Αἱ Shrine entrance πὐνρώμας 
᾿ : i 010°. αὶ § la Regey. . Mon, Wed., is 7 Tue., 3 p.m; Fri, 

ἴδια hlelory of colage In Eretz ἰοίξοι and τ μεν ME OR Ton tee. a ang mn " ‘Mat at Entrancs Pavilion information Dock for toure in 
ancient world. sagan, a 


_., , German Sun., 2 p.m. Frena Ἢ Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
eae LTO STOURS on 
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_ Shrine of he Bae open Tus. 10 am. - 10 p.m. 
Fil, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. ano oer ie Infomation’ 708811. 


Heroes: {πη =a Present a os 
The image and place In our lives 

a hero, wath acivilies Inthe Ruth 
Youth Wing. 


Library: Sori, 10-4 Fy a 
Coffee Shop:'Sun-Thur. 10 a.m tomidnigii: ‘Sto; Houte: ages 4.7). *. τὸ 
Fr 10.8.1. to 9PM; Sat, nighi, ti midnight, ΨΥ ΑΤῊ 4p.m(Eng) 


Story-oliog Thester. Ags 48, Sur 4:30 pm, ἩΒΡΗΥ and Felnételn Recycling Roden: Ὁ 
maa Wed, Thi. 255. ng 
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i Is “Dale’s buteher Neanderthal “allo,” But instead, I make a conscious 
; the phone and smart-aleck “Dale's 


ἢ 
i 
i Influence people | shop, what's your beef? (yuk-- 
Β Η 
t 
H 


Ladmit I feel kind of stupid effort to be something I'm noi — 
[ yuk-yuk),” I was answering with doing this. 1 mean, here Lam with { to sound like a native Israeli 
i By Herb Reinon a hell-low. imitating an Italian. 


When Donnie changed the 
phrase in high school to “Don’s 
bakery, which crumb you want to 
talk to?" [ was still bellowing out 
hell-lew-u, 

And in college, when my hairy- 
chested roommates were 
answering the phone with a 
macho, Sylvester-Stallone- 
sounding “Yo, babe,” I continued 
to greet callers with “howdy, 
howdy, howdy-dao.” 

And then I came to Israel. 

The phone culture here just 
doesn’t allow for “howdy, howdy, 
howdy-doo.” It’s not a “howdy, 
howdy, howcy-doo” kind of 
country. You say “howdy, howdy, 
howdy-doo” and you're an easy 
mark, ἃ pushover. 

So when the phone rings, I 
avercome my basic instincts. 1 
puff up my chest, lower my voice 


But it’s all very necessary. 
Because while “hello” signifies 
American cream-puff, “allo,” 


i 
t 
i 
ee | 
Briring, rings the phone. | 
= | signals Israeli tough. “Hello” 
t 


Ε My arm stretches out to answer. 
| My instinct is to answer with a 
i hearty, singsong “hell-low.” 

Maybe a humorous, though queer, 
᾿ “helt-lew-u.” Perhaps even a 
i friendly “Howdy there,” 

That's how I was raised. That's 
how I was reared. That’s how 1 
; Used to answer the phone. Cheery. 
| Chirpy. Chummy. And, most 
importantly, polite. 

“Herbic," my mom used to say, 
Ι Ϊ “always be polite on the phone. It 
‘ sels a good impression.” 

“Son,” my dad would say, “make 
sure you're always phone friendly.” 
I And, gondness knows, I was 
' + nothing if not phone frienaly. 


Says “take me for a ride"; “allo” 
says “don't mess with me 
because I’ve been around the 
block once or twice.” 


WHICH IS the message I want to 

i convey when answering the 

i phone. Especially since, and I’m 
not exaggerating, a good 25 
percent of the calls I get at home 
are wrong numbers. 

| Hal€ these callers think I'm the 

| telephone operator at the local 

| 

: 

Η 

i 

j 

I 


municipality, the other half think 
I'm a clerk at Bank Leumi. 
And these aren't the kind of 
} people who, if they dial a wrong 
number, humbly apologize and 
! deferentially lay down the 


this ability to speak perfect, 
accent-less English; with this 
ability to ulter a very inviling 


i IN JUNIOR high school, during 
the days when my friend Daie 
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You think [mA 
really cute chi $0 
You likeask me ouf- 


be 
"ἘΠ να "$0 we, like, 
et married and 
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OQuUT THERE : ‘ 
i How to answer was answering the phone with a a few octaves, and grunt out a Ε salutation. receiver. 


“Bank Leumi,” the guy shouts a! 
the other end, bs 

Click i 

No apology, no nothing, Just} 
“click.” It's like I'm the one al 
fault. Like I did somethi 
answering the phone. Like | 
should be ashamed of myself for 
wasting his telecard, 

‘Then there are others who won't 
take no for an answer, 

“Municipality?” someone will 
ask on the other end. 

“No, sorry,” I'll answer, 

“Are you sure?” 

“Yeh, I’m sure. 

“Well it used to be.” 

“Maybe. But no more,” 

“Well do you know what the 
number is?” 

By this time, I'd really like to 
answer with a “click.” 


init 


BUT THE most annoying are the 
folks who ring your number and 
demand to know who you are. 
These ore the nuisances who, 
when you answer the phone, blurt 
out, “Who is this?” 

Now, if I answered the phone 
in a friendly manner, | would be 
pulled by my voice and feel 
obliged to reply to all questions 
in a friendly manner. The 
unknown caller would ask whol 
am, and I'd respond with a full 
life history. 

Bul not when I answer “allo.” 
Then, staying in character 
consistent with my voice, ἱ can 
grunt back, “Who am I? Listen, 
moron, who are you? You're the 
one who called me, remember?” 

“Allo” is also pood for dealing 
with your unreasonably early 
morning callers. 

In the “hello” mode, you have to 
Pretend you weren't really asleep 
when the phone woke you. 

“Hello,” you answer at 5 in the 
morning, slumber audible in your 
voice, ee 

“What,” you'll hear from 
other end of the phone, a sound of 
disbelief usually from a distant 
Cousin overseas unaware that 
Isract is not on Eastern Standard 
Time, “Did I wake you?” 

“Naw,” you'll croak oul, lying 
because befor con for τς 
sleeping. L: cause you 
comationed to think that sleeping 
is for the weak, Lying because 
you don’t want to get caught, 
lazy-like, in bed at 5 in the 
morning, an hour when neighbors 
have already recited the morning 
Prayers, jogged a couple of 
kilometers, and are now 
themselves with getting hotcakes 
on the griddle. : 

“Naw,” you say, “T wasn’t 
sleeping, just resting.” 

But if a answer “allo” in the 
early hours, whole new vistas 
open up, You can tell the [ruth. 
You can let your hair down. You 
can admit that you sleep. You 
can say, “Of course I was 
sleeping, you clod, What do you 
think I do at 5 in the morning, 


} milk cows?” . .- 


The beauty of “allo”.is that it 
gives you carte blanche to be a 
jerk in return. 


ey 


‘orry, wrong number," I reply. Ι ᾿ 
ick. Η 
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of Netanya's Sea Shore 
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Sunday ~"Thuerdagy, Ulan. - 2pm. 


Fititilay, Senumlay, Ml wim. -- Jp. 


Phome om site: 09-655479 
(The site, opposite Beit Goldmintz) 
Ralor: Angle Sauna Netanya, 09616706 
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MEN AT WORK 


he system overtoad even more. Sharf is president of Missing 
“When you finally do get ἢ Link, a leader in the high-tech 

i through 10 a person, nohody i ficld of merging computer and 

i telephone services to increase 
efficieney and customer service. 
“In the past, the telephone 
people and the computer people 

ἢ cach said, ‘Keep away from my 

t turf,’ ’ Sharf explains. “Now, 8 lol 
of companies say they can 
interface your computer system 

} with your telephone system. 

| We're different. We say, ‘We will 
| take over your telephone sysiem.” 


More safety, more quality, 
more accessories - and it’s 
all included in the price! 


iHigh-flying hoopster 
finds his niche 
tin high-tech 


1 
iBy Carl Schrag 


1 “If T want music, I turn on 
IMTV,” says Shui Sharf. “If 1 want 
jto talk to somebody, I pick up the 
jtelephune.” 
1 Unfortunately, the telephone 
{systems used by many compatties 
foficn seem intent on serenading 
itheir callers with MTV's latest 
(hits. Sharf nates with irony that 
companies spend millions to get 
potential customers to call them, 
but practically nothing on assuring 
that ench call gets handled 


| 


We are the missing link that 
brings the two technologies 
together.” 


MISSING LINK was born in the 
US, where Sharf went in 1980 on 
a basketball scholarship to Tulane & 
University in New Orleans. 
He went there primarily 


When incoming calls are 
greeted with a recording — 
promising a live answer “in the 
order received,” he says, many knows where to put your call," he | because he wanted to play ball. 
callers hang up and dial again. says, comparing such handling to | Serious studies were not a high 
Ali that achieves is to increase a bad Jackie Mason routine. | Priority, and he says he didn’t 


᾿ even know that Tulane was an 
pore es Seton ee aH excellent school. 


9 Front and rear energy absorbing areas. 


i i 9 Slde_safety beams, ______________________-_. 
HEAR : ἐν ἦν τῷ The jock was in for a big shack - 
ΒΘΟΈΝΕΙ SNE See get * when his coaches and teachers PAU RAG. 296 tek hh ρεννεοτιτος 
; i Varina told him he would be expected to PABWi Sec ce eh eh ed yd bala ee αΣ. 
Stars, and thelr ork for three days, slanding him { tum in a decent performance in ΞοΆθυνο τοὺ 

\gazers come out up on three separate occasions. | the classroom as well as on the τὰ ΒΕ ΠΥ τὶ ΚΝ : -2 Exclusive suspension system for ____...._____. 

lfor a New Middle Τὰ pe fin, Tos was finally | ser bial ; Shai Sharf phone home: A locat jock successfully merges perfect road holding. ᾿ 

ed up, he went home sans is first couple of semesters computer and telephone technologies. : 
East summer videotape. | were difficult. Sharf was ἱ elise ἢ -οδοῖνθ seat belts. _-§_ .....-.--....... 
By Allison Καρίαν surprised by the emphasis as It was a decade ago. The main place he left 15 years ago. “All “ *Locally installed 


LAST, BUT definitely not least, everyone wanted him to put on 


difference: the systems his | a sudden, it’s a country witha 
t 
i 


and famous have decided to grace | canceled his scheduled peace-and- | done on voice recognition, in 


which computers can respond to 

{ human voice commands. “I knew 
Thad something that was special 
at the time,” he says, 


Today, when you call the airport 
for flight information, you use 
your tone phone to walk through a 
variety of menus and get 


foreigners, Now, the local people 
get a bigger picce of the pio.” 
The work ethic also has 


Sommer there is the annual Zev Eizik studies, and his teachers were | company sells now fulfill more digital telephone system, cable [1 
᾿ crisis. Impresario ΕἸΖΙΚ seems to ἰ insulted by his assumption that functions. TV and service. You have good | ! 
It's almost that time of year again. | have a talent for attracting gtades were secondary to He describes it as no less than a reslauran(s with people who seve 
The onset of spring and the temperamental artists. Two years ἰ basketball. By his sophomore revolution in the way business is you and people who leave tips. ὦ : 
iets a He reer ἐμραίνὴς ED. it was ee ἐθῖπιε temper σεικ Ῥονσνοῖ: he got his done. The secret is simple. “We “Many of the yordim | 
the start of what could be cal antrum — when the singer, a! orities straight and he ΟἹ i ἱ 3 
“celebrily ΠΣ ᾿ ace Each oe pled lewtancisg eal Barres in 1085 with a ee ee ran θέον  pa 
summer, particularly those pushy pholographers, flew back to | bachelor’s degree in computer In the late 1980s, Missi i , μ᾿ 
following the Oslo agreement and 1 London -- and had to be coaxed science, ὶ began to sell systems papal Sacibaiea te πε i Ϊ 
the famous handshakes on the back. Las! year, it was Peter After graduation, he opened a companies, Sharf says he started “When I was a child, people |; 
White House lawn (remember — Gabriel's turn. He clashed with the | company to further the with the big banks and moved into | said Israelis had tons of tatent, but | | 
those?), more and more of the rich | Egyptian government, which Independent study project he had increasingly diverse fields. the money was made by | 


the New Middle East with their 
onstage presence. 


| 
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i ive, i changed a lot, Sharf says. “We 
towel te cer tt Jos Cc information quickly and τα νον hard in Israeli high- 


toward the older set: Joe Cocker, He made his fi Pid Acedia : 

Bobby McFerrin, Diana Ross, following year pane ics ioe : any of four tech, he says. “It’s very (| kis, ΑΝ ΤΡ τὺ. ΜΝ 
Liza Minnelli and Stevie Wonder. than Eastman Kodak anguages. If you’re a flower competitive with the US. j τ 

if they all actually show up ~ and “I was conn ite ἢ grower, you can call Flower Conventional wisdom says ht |! |All A 

we can count on al least ane, if not of the bi ba Ing aga ἐπ some | Phone, a special fine maintained employee costs are lower here 

more of them, canceling - they ‘geest names in the by the growers’ association to than in the US, That may still be 


business,” he says. “It was all 
quite an adventure,” 

He won the contract, which was 
to develop a computerized system 
enabling callets to verify the 
employment history of workers at 
any Kodak plant around-the-clock. 

“T hired an answering service in 
Rochester, New York, and paid 
; : them to answer the phone saying 
love festival on a Sinai beach. ‘Missing Link,’ ” Sharf explains, 

Some have claimed that Eizik “Then I told Kodak, “You have ; 
secrelly enjoys such crises and local support.’ You need huizpa, 
controversies, Many of us didn't butdt worked.” ἊΣ 
believe it ... until we found out 
who he is bringing this summer: 
none other than that crew-cut, 
Irish singing sensation Sinead 
O'Connor. We are talking about 
the woman who Spontaneously 
ripped up a picture of the Pope on 
a TY show broadcast live across 
the US. And we are talking about 
a country in which local Christians 
protested violently because cable 
television screened The Last ° 


give information about market 
prices in Europe. 

Once a company adopts the 
technology, he continues, it’s easy 
to tailor it to specific needs, Thus, 
banks offer account information in 
a variety of languages, including 
Yiddish, 


true, but Sharf notes that fringe 
benefits jack up true labor cosis 
here way beyond the salaries pald 


will go through the usual israc] 
colebrity ireatnient. 
There's the ambush at the airport, 
resulting in unflattering photos 
showing the celebrity ai his or her 
post-flight rumpled worst. There 
are the leaks to the press about the 
picky and petty demands the star 
has in the way of food and drink. 
Then the poor performer dares 
to get a bil of sightsealng in, bul 
often has trouble gelting a good 
look at the Western Wall because 
it’s hard to see beyond the pushing 
ring of press photographers hoping 
for that perfect shot, like the one 
they gol of ex-Pepsi spokesman 
Michael Jackson enjoying n Cocn- 
Cola. If the famous person is 
male, a shot of him wearing a 
kippa is a shoo-in for Ihe papers. 
Then there's the usual television 
and newspaper contest to see who 
can interview the celebrity first. - 
Once upon a time, the Interviews 


phone,” he says. abroad and stayed are returning 
For instance? The question 
i 
| 


i 

Η 

i 

seems to make him abit ἢ | 
uncomfortable, but it doesn’t iske | 
| 

| 


Prices Include VAT ae par 
95006 price Ilsl, and are 
subject to changa 
{Prices do not Include 
fegisiration, acceasorites 
and atamp tax). 


him Jong to think of an example. 
“It’s important to my workers hel 
T give them lunch every day,” he 
says. “I don’t understand it. Why 
don’t they prefer money?” 


IN 1993, Sharf moved Missing 

1 Link to Ramat Gan. “I had started 
| flying back and forth all the time,” 
he explains, “Things looked good 

here, 501 made a quick decision.” 
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As commander 
of a clandestine 
operation that 
challenged the 
British blockade 
of Palestine, 

Ada Sereni found 
friends in the 
highest places. 


By. Abraham Rabinovich: 


ven afler half a century it 
was & moment to be 
savored, Ada Sereni sat in 
her retirement home in 
Jerusalem a month short 
of her 90th birthday, her 
legs covered by a blanket, 
her eyes half shut as she 
Strained to recall events half a lifetime 
ago. As the image of the sunken Lino sur- 
faced through the mists, her eyes opened 
wide with the sparkle of youth: 

“That was an operation,” she says, the 
words spnced for emphasis. 

Tt had begun with a phone call from 
Geneva in late March 1948 to Ada in 
Rome. For a year, she had been in com- 
mand of the Italian sector of Aliya Bet, the 
organization running the British blockade 
of Palestine with ships carrying Holocaust 
Survivors, A small Italian vessel named 
Lino, said the caller, was about to sail 
from the northern Adriatic port of Fiume 
for Beirut, Aboard were 6,000 Czech tifles 
and 8 million rounds of ammunition des- 
tined for the Syrian Army. 

“Do everything you can to Stop it." 

“Stop it?” echoed Ada. 

“Yes, and if you can, sink it.” 

With the British scheduled to depart 
Palestine in seven weeks, war with the 
Arab states was certain, Already heavily 
outgunned, the Hagana command wanted 
urgently to stop this quantity of weapons 
and ammunition from being added to the 
adds against it, 

Ada succeeded in Stopping the Lino 
although credit for the Operation went to 
the Palmah frogmen who attached a mine 
to its hull. This month a rateful nation 
finally paid tribute to Ada Sereni by 
awarding her the Israel Prize — not for the 
Lino operation but for her extraordinary 
life as an assimilated Halian Jewish 
princess tured kibbutz pioneer turned 
secret agent. 

Her father, a prosperous merchant, was a 
member of the Ascarelli family, which 
traced its origins in Italy to Jews expelled 
from Spain in 1492. Ada Srew up first ina 
beautiful apartment in the center of Rome 
with wall murals and maids and later in a 
villa, They had a horse-drawn carriage 
until they became one of the first families 
in Rome to acquire an automobile. 

The family was Strictly secular, Neither 
(he Sabbath nor Jewish holidays were 
observed, Ada’s father read her tales from 
the Bible but he Presented il to her as 
history. 


E> Sereni was born in the same year 
as Ada, 1905, and into the same social 
cirele. They were in fact distant cousins, 
His family traced its origins to the Judean 
pusoners brought to Rome in 70 CE. The 
Serenis were more traditional than the 
Ascarellis, In high school, Ada and Enzo 
were in the same class, jt became clear 
even before they graduated that they would 


. Spend the rest of thelr lives together. 
“Enzo was a Zionist and when we decid- 


- The couple decided to complete univer- 
sity first. Enzo tg yi 


τῆς _ Studied languages. [ῃ ees degrees in: 


lor Palestine, ἡ 
up of young ‘pio- 
6s. Walting for an 
land. Meanwhile 
Picking oranges ‘: 


in Rehovot. “The owner of the orchard 

said to Enzo: ‘You're a doctor of Philoso- 

phy. Why do you want this work?’ ” 

Afler a year, the group was assigned a 
tract south of Rehovot where they estab- 
lished Kibbutz Givat Brenner, destined to 
beconie the largest in the country. Enzo's 
personality made him a natural leader and 
he was chosen kibbutz secretary. 

“We lived in a tent,” recalls Ada. “] real- 
ly liked living in a tent. In Rome I had 
experienced a bad earthquake and was ter- 
ified by the memory of the walls of our 
house shaking. I felt safer under canvas, In 
the summer when it was hot, we just rolled 
up the sides.” 

Ada felt so comfortable in the tent that 
when the first permanent structures were 
built at Givat Brenner she persuaded Enzo 
to let others move in first, They remained 
in a tent for five years, 

ἴπ 1931 the couple was sent by the 
Jewish Agency for three years to Germany 
where Enzo served as an emissary recruit- 
ing young pioneers. They later spent time 
in the US. With the outbreak of World 
War Il, Enzo joined the British army. In 
1944, he joined the Palestinian Jewish 

parachutists dropped into Nazi-occupied 
Europe as agents for both the British and 
the Jewish Agency. Enzo was to be para- 
chuted into northern Italy, 

“T was against the paratroop operation," 
says Ada, “I didn't see Opportunities that 
were worth the risk.” 

Nevertheless, Enzo, then 39, departed on 
the mission. A mistake in the plane’s nav- 
igation caused him to be dropped into the 
German lines. There was a Teport that he 
had been taken to Dachau but his fate was 
not known for certain, 

With the end of the war, Ada was asked 
to join the Aliya Bet operation in Italy. 
The organization had begun to operate all 
through Europe, taking contact with the 
remnants of Burope's Jews and leading 
them westward to DP camps in the 
American-occupled zone or to the 
Mediterranean coast. Italy was to become 
a major embarkation point for the clandes- 
tine migrants, 

For Ada, ἃ major reason for accepting 
the post, despite the three children she left 
behind in Givat Brenner, was the chance 
to make inquiries about Bnzo’s fate. He 
‘was such a distinctive personality, she felt, 
that concentration-camp survivors who 
had seen him would temember him, 

On July 7, 1945, Ada disembarked from 
ἃ Brilish plane in Naples together with 
three other Palestinian Jewish women in 
uniform. They had come as members of 
the Soldiers” Welfare Fund to mun the 
recreational clubs Serving the Jewish 
He a unils attached to the British Army 
a Italy. 

Thal evening, at the hotel where they 
were put up for the night, Ada was sum- 
Moned to the lobby. ᾿ 

-“Alon is waiting outside,” said a soldier, 


RGROUND | 


She followed him into the darkened 
parking lot and around the comer of the 
building, She could make out a figure in 
army uniform leaning against Ajeep as he 


smoked a cigarette, “Welcome,” he said. _ 
τ “Get in" 


“Alon” was the. non 
Yehuda m de guerre of 


Arazi’s borrowed arm 
army jeep were matched 


Ada assigned to Milan, 


i was now nearly midnight. 
returning Ada to her hotel, Arazi took her 


how estimated, he said in a hoarse 
that a third of the Jewish People rola 
wiped out in the Nazi extermination 


unit dealing wire : 
the officer in charge, an old friend, to hay } 


aside to brief her on their Mission. It was | 


~ six million peoplo. Perhaps ἃ milion : 


survived the Holocaust. Tens of thousand 
were pouring into displaced-persons 


in Austria and Germany. Mombers of te : 


Jewish Brigade had begun DPs 
to holding camps in Italy in army trucks ig 


the expectation that ships would become ᾿ 


available to carry them to Palestine, 
The brigade was 


such a mission, with bases the length of 


ideally deployed for: 


Italy. The units were mainly transportation = 


access to trucks and fuel. The 
would be hidden under tarpaulin, Aslongas 
the drivers had legal travel orders, the mill- 
tary police would not search the vehicles, 

There were in effect two levels of com- 
mand in the brigade units; the senior offi- 
cers executed the duties required of the 
unit by the British Amy, but the 
were Hagana representatives in command 
of Aliya Bet operations. The acquisition of 
ships had begun. In Bari, near the southem 
tip of Italy, a 35-ton fishing boat that could 
carry 35 people had been purchased. Ii 
was necessary, said Arazi, to begin buylag 
larger ships and on a large scale. 

On the way north to Milan, Ada and 
Arazi stopped off in Rome where she took 
a few hours to visit her family, whose 
members had survived the war unharmed. 
They had not secn each other in eight 
years. Arazi made another stop in Genoa to 
negolinte the purchase of a 170-ton vessel. 

During the next two years Ada, the only 
native Italian speaker on Arazi's small 
conimand team, would play an increasing- 
ly important role, She admired Arazi's 
boldness, his ability io make hard decl- 
sions quickly and to operate in the lightest 
μὲ Spaces, ἜΣ Ἢ 

hey had to stay one step ahe: t 
Italian security πῶς and of the British 
Agents who were trying to cut off the flow 
of illogal Immigration to Palestine at the 
Source, It was a heady game whlch 
involved the purchase of vessels, thelr pro- 


and engineering commands with ample 
refugees 


visioning, the selection of secluded ports or- 


Open stretches of beach from which the 
ships would take aboard their passengers 
aod the surreptitious movement of ihe 
Tefugees to the embarkation points al night. 

Bunks had to be built aboard the vessels 
to accommodate hundreds, and eventually 
thousands, of passengers, There were Val- 
ious guardians of the law who had to be 
persuaded or fast-talked or outflanked, 


ship owners and crews to be dealt with, 
convoys to be organized and endless logis- 
tical details to be attended to. The task 
demanded wit, strong nerves, quick judg- 
ment and efficient organization. 


ἢ April 1947, Arazi’s field leadership 
Ra its most dramatic test. weet 
ship with more than 1,000 aboar 
was apprehended in the harbor of La 
Spezia by the Italian authorities at the inst!- 
gation of the British, Arazi got aboard in 
the guise of a refugee and organized resis- 
fance. He declared a general hunger strike 


t the refugees would set fire 
pa higinai pt go ear with it if there 
bi an attempt to remove them forcibly. 
“TEsploiting Ihe presence of the press, he 
orchestrated international support and 
finally won British agreement to let the 

fugees sail for Pulestine, albeit at the 
eae of the monthly allotment of cer- 
i ermitting Jews entry. / 
sg icanl g Theke ον τᾷ victory, the Aliya 
Bet leam could feel the net closing about 
them. At this point Ada suggested a major 
change in strategy. Unlike the British, she 
pointed out, the Italians sympathized with 
the Jewish refugees. They understood too 
that if the refugees did not move on they 
might end up staying in Italy. There was 
also a distaste among Italian officials for 
taking orders from the British who were an 

i er, 

ry cpesed that she go to Rome and 
allempt to win the support of Italian offi- 
cials for the Allya Bet operation. The 
worst that can happen is that they'll put me 
in jail for a while,” she said. 

Arazi mulled over her proposal for some 
minutes. “Do you really think this can 

ἡ he asked. : 
ye, I do,” she replied. He gave her his 
eet morning, a car and driver were 
waiting for her. Ada herself did not drive. 
The trip to Rome took 17 hours during 
which she worked through her approach. 
She had by now learned enough about the 
workings of bureaucracy to recognize that 
the supreme commandment of all func- 
tionaries was to protect their backsides, 
Bureaucrats would not endanger their 
careers and livelihoods. Logic, then, 
demanded that she begin at the top. 

As they approached Rome, the car 
passed an area where she had spent sum- 
mer holidays with her family as a child. 
“When I grew up women moved from the 
guardianship of their parents and brothers 
to that of their husbands,” she would wrile 
as she recalled that trip. “Now I was in on 
underground organization, among military 
men dealing with the escape of the rem- 
nants of a people to which I did not even 
know T belonged when I was a child. 

In Rome, Ada called on an admiral who 
headed a department which had been caus- 
ing difficulties for Aliya Bet. The admiral 
agreed to see hor, presuming her to be the 
widow or mother of a sailor lost in (he war, 

“Yes, madam, tell me how 1 can help 

” he began. 

My fans Ada Serenl and I work for 
the underground organization dealing with 
the emigration of Jewish refugees from 
Tealy.” 


The admiral, who had expected to hear a 
for an increased survivor's pension, 
Was astounded at this blatant admission 
that she was engaged in iltegal activities. 
“And you've come to me to tell me 
this?” 


“I've come to you because we very much 


TALY 


Need your help.” 
t was several moments before his face 
unfroze, 


“Well, what is it you would like me to do 
for you?" 


Ada left with 
Would be helpful 


an understanding thal he 


Eitcourszed by her success, Ada decid 

mucd to aim higher still. She telephoned 
Pietro Neni; the Italian foreign minister, an 
Old socialist acquaintance of the Sereni 
family. When she requested a meeting, the 


«ΤΑΝΕ ning μοί whi abe μήριε to, The ministry egredjgiely: They, 


I: The art of friendly persuasion served her well In her clandestine Allya Bet operations. 
Ada Sereni: 


iscuss. “The illegal immigration of Jews 
a Passing she said. Neni was nol — 
aback. He would meet with her but no! Ἢ 
the Foreign mney sigh piednlarcd 
i e for suc! sation. 
πάρα, they met at the Interior rf 
together with the Interior minister — 
Ada presented her case to the Iwo ae 
ters as 8 simple equation. “You bythe 
interest in secing that the Jewish τ ug Ἐξ 
in Italy leave the country. We ain 
interest in seeing them leave the country 
too, Let us work together,’ 


Id assist but it would have to be in ways 
acer enough not to be perceived by the 
British. What specifically did Ada want? To 
be introduced, she said, to four officials — 
the country's top police officer, the com- 
mander of the navy, the supervisor of ports 
and the head of counter-intelligence. 

Within the néxt few days, Ada met with 
all four officials and found them sympa- 
thetic, particularly the police inspector- 
general. The Jewish people, he said, had a 
right to their own homeland and the 
European nations had dn obligation to re 
them, The naval and port commanders had. 


lar grievance against the British 

for avin mauled the Italian fleet during 
the war and impounded what was left of it 
oceans rules were worked out to 
ensure discretion. Thore would be po 
changes made to the exteriors of the Aliya 
Bet ships that would make them distin- 
guishable to prying eyes. There would be 
no boarding of refugees in ports where 
they would clearly be naticed. 

‘The fact that Ada was a woman moving 
in a world of men was figured into: the 
ground rules too. It was thought best that 
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she noi appear too often in her contacis' 
offices for fear that that would feed the 
gossip mills. Instead they would generally 
call on her in civilian dress in her mother’s 
large apartinent where Ada had a salon for 
receiving guests. 

Recalling those meetings she says, "I 
made a point of sticking strictly to busi- 
ness.” The four officials, in turn, behaved 
with perfect propriety. 

Arazi was thrilled a1 Ada’s success, and 
at his request she arranged a meeling for 
him with the four chiefs in her salon. “He 
wanted to get a feeling of how far we could 
trust them." He was impressed by them 
and they by him. "They said he was the 
Garibaldi of the Jews,” recalls Ada with a 
laugh. 

She had meanwhile found witnesses to 
Enzo 5 captivity by the Germans. A young 
Christian who had been with him ina work 
camp wrote her that Capt, Barda — the 
home used by Enzo — had been a principal 
Moral support of the prisoners during the 
three weeks they had been together. One 

day, the “captain” and another prisoner 
were transferred to Dachau. “We missed 
him for the intelligent words of encourage- 
ment he would speak every day, words that 
we necded to hear to prevent our moral 
: collapse,” he told Ada, 
: She found a Dachau survivor who said 
: he had seen Enzo there once from a dis- 
ji tance, A priest who returned from Dachau 
5 reported that the camp’s records were pre- 
served in Munich. At Ada’s Fequest an 
officer from the Jewish Brigade went 2 
through the files. He brought her a Teport : “ ᾿ : he 
duied November 18, 1944, recording the a“ , ey 
: peak Oe inc and other Πα απ prisoners ad : "ἢ 
‘ ring δι Is 
‘ y firing squa An immigrant ship captured by the British after han 


sel, the 6,000-ton Pan Cresc i 
oulfitted in Venice when h wee holed 
shallow water by a limpet mine placed by 
ple ei sir bi damage was repaired 
he ship saile i i 
πῆρε τεὸς for Romania to pick up 
For the most part, however, the Briti 
failed to impede Aliya Bet's work in Hale 
Periodically, Ada would get a telephone 
call from one of her “friendly four,” the 
director of ports, who would simply read 
out a list of names. These were flames sup- 
plied by the British of ships they suspected 
of being used by Aliya Bet. After every 
name, Ada would say “yes,” indicating 


d-to-hand struggle. 


; HH Personal quest was over, but her 
operational role with Aliya Bet was 
not. In April 1947, Arazi left Ttaly 10 take 
up another Hagana mission. The overall 

᾿ head of Aliya Bet, Shaul Avigur, sent word 

a from Paris that Ada would succeed him, 

‘ The Halian operation, which numbered 
about 100 persons, was now ἢ well-oiled 
machine and Ada’s contacts in high places 
; proved exceedingly useful. A new era was 

i: about ta begin for Aliya Bet: the use of 
ships as large as 6,500 tons which had 
been purchased in the US. One was a ferry 

boat which would be renamed Exodus. 
The British found out about it and pres- 
τ sured the Ttalian government into prevent- 
oe ing the boarding of refugees, The ship 
᾿ sailed instead to Marseilles. Another ves- 


more than one or two of them. Τί 
eee hbaag now know which noe i 
check out wi i 

fe caine ithout endangering 

da was averaging 10,000 kilom 
Month on the road between Milan and 
Rome and at least three nights a week she 
a ἐπ the ig seat of the car, 

ἢ Seplember 1947, the first attempt 
made to clandestinely airlift pirtecaly foe 
Maly to Palestine. A twin-engine plane 
piloted by two American pilots was to land 
on an abandoned wartime airstrip near 
Salerno at night and pick up 50 refugee 
children. A docior was to stay with the 
youths until they boarded the plano and 
then make his way to a nearby road where 
Ada and her driver would be waiting. The 


HISTORY ___ 


ὁ “I caine io greatly appreciate her. She widerstogd 

to l 6 her. She \mderstood i ἔα 
bape δα Ἀδ καεῦν ry cas = behave with ΠΥ 
n with ry, Hod woul ‘drive ᾿ 
beauty parlor and wait until she had her rar cee a ἐπ ΝΥ 
; Pere: fsctorh . ἐπ the large black Rolls Royce that Yehuda 
+ Gurl had somohay << red. Instead Hod drove,a modest: 


that it was one of her shi “no.” 
lists usually had snares 
Ada never 


20 or more names and 
had occasion to say “yes” [0 


brigade wns sent home. Along with 
troopers, he had swapped his identi 
entry to Palestine with the papers of 
on the refugee's identity, * 


. "TTWAS indirectly thanks 16 Ada and 
ἀμπιρ thalHod — who would cmmnatice 


tes in ‘1967 — int ἰῇ Flys vey eae) =e 
the plang ca 967 -- became interested in flying, He had'watched as, 


argued with hor when she protested. 
a ae τοὶ vn a ouisider privy fo Ada’s Bol 
THe ATL: 

sia ing . conversations she had wit 
__ When volunteers were sought a 
stayed behind, Hod ‘stepped fororecs 
_ Festrain himself troni Speedy driving, 
διαὶ ete during their lonig trips. A\ 
. rs for losing h i 
LGA 8 errelk in though, a 
‘she Wanted an Ttalian driver because she thoi 
Noisy, talked too niuch and wee beele 

he notes, wai at least as brash and’ ᾿ 

Other Palestinian soldi ed 
he otherwise. + : 
τ, “I set rule 
"talked to me. 8; 


ΠΌΤ 


driver was a 20-year-old 
named Motti Fein. Twent 

Motti Hod, he would commend is 
Air Force in the Six Day War, = 


circled before the pilot spotted the 


Sttip. The aircraft 
immediately after the children 


agreed to drive to the stri i 

children had been taken off oe 
The strip wus crowded with 

the nearby village drawn by the nightti 


landing. The local Constabulary was atsy 


with the two Strangers and soon criss 


headlamps Ada could sce an, 
clenched fists. She and Hoa pile 


linked to clarulestine, Perhaps revolution. 


decided, except straight ahead. 
Getting out of the car she addressed the 


were re fascists or communists, 
were Jewish youths, refugees 
Nazi death camps,” eae 
The menacing crowd at once fumed 
friendly, bul the police Sergeant said he 
would have to ask her and her driver to 
accompany him to the police station. Afet 
taking their details there he said that they 


connection to the mysterious and Plainly 
unauthorized flight required checki 

A pollceswa ' = 
whether she was related to the Public 
Works Minister, Emillo Sereni. Ada 
acknowledged that he was her brother-in- 


law. She did not mention that as a fervent i 


communist, Enzo’s brother, ἢ former paril- 
san leader, wanted no connection to het 
work. Nevertheless, Ada's evident link toa 
powerful political figure, added to her per- 
sonal bearing, made the police extremely 
Solicitous, When the sergeant apologized 
for the inconvenience caused her, she 
assured him he was only doing his duty. 
Policemen appeared with fresh bedding. 
The next day Ada and Hod were trans- 


ferred to a jail in the next town, The chief i 


jailer grected Ada at the entrance with 
deep bow. “Signora, I’ve received sirict 
Instructions to treal you well. But if they 
wanted to treat you well they shouldn't 
have sent you here in the first place.” 

Ada assured the hupless jailer too that he 
was only doing his duty. “I’m sure I'll feel 
very well here,” she said. The jailer’s wife 
provided her with a fresh straw mat she had 
personally prepared. The woman also 
brought two sheets from her own home 
together with a towel, soap and a drinking 
Blass, Despite these homey touches, fleas 
and rals permitted little sleep. Ada and Hod 
Spent two nights in the jail before her friends 
in Rome learned of their whereabouts. On 
their way back to Rome they were provided 
with a police motorcycle escort. 


T Lino incident a month before the 
establishment of Israel was one of ihe 
last to occupy Ada before Aliya Bet closed 
Shop in Italy. Upon receiving the order to 
intercept the vessel, she summoned a mect- 
ing of her senior staff. Suggestions ranged 
from dropping bombs from a small Pipet- 
they would have to make hom 
bombs first — to indulging in an old-fash- 
ioned bit of piracy by boarding the vessel st 
Sea. The best alternative seemed the Pipe. 

Ada was unhappy with that option. If the 
bombs actually hit the ship it would meat 
the loss of Italian lives. Apart from human- 
itarian considerations this could have seti- 
ous political implications. She could not 
object to the operation, however, unless 
she could offer a better solution. 

Three days after being alerted to the 
Lino’s imminent sailing, Ada received 8 
from Avigur. “The Lino sailed this mort 
ing,” was all he said before hanging up. 

Ag she reran the options In her mind, & 
new train of thought struck her. The cap- 
tains she hired on Aliya Bet business , 
not infrequently made unplanned stopovers 
in’ ports for personal reasons. The Lino’s 


The plane arrived several hours late ang ὦ 


Palestina | 


lights held aloft by the children to ane ᾿ 
landed and fook of ἢ 


aboard. Against her better judgment Γῆς : 


ightting 
there. The crowd gathered around the cay: 


began. “Fascists.” “Communists.” πε’ 


ary, activity. There was no way out, Ada * 


crowd. “The people who got on the Plane: 


epee! 


Would have to spend the night in cells. Their * 


hearing her name, asked ~ 


τε μῆς yop ius ἤορ sink” 


in might too. But how to know if he 
pares Seay thought of the elections 
scheduled in three weeks. There was much 
alk that the communists might attempt an 
armed takeover. Ada had her move. 

Her first call was to the commander of 
the Italian Navy to request an urgent meet- 
ing. “I’ve never had a request from you, 
Signora, that wasn’t urgent,” he replied in 

humor. Within a few minutes, her 
driver had brought her to naval headquar- 
fers. An officer on the top floor saluted 
when she arrived and ushered her into his 
commander's office. 

ἀν received information from a reli- 
able source that an Halian vessel, the Lino, 
sailed this morning from Fiume with a 
cargo of weapons and ammunition,” Ada 
said. "I don’t know whether the weapons 
are intended to be used against us in 
Palestine or against you because of the 
elections.” 

Within the hour, telegrams had been sent 
from the Italian admiralty to all coastal sta- 
tions on the Adriatic with orders to stop the 
Lino if it entered Italian territorial waters. 
At 11 that night, Ada received a call from 
Bari. Tt was an official with whom she had 
had dealings in the past. 

“What’s new?” he asked laconically. 

“Did you get the telegram?” she asked. 

“Ah, I see that you're in the picture. This 
is your operation, isn’t it?” 

ἄψρς," 


“All right, we'll get them. You'll see.” 
next morning Ada received a call 
from the navy commander. “I’ve good 
news for you,” he said. “The Lino has been 
detained in a small port just north of Bari. 
We've opened an investigation. I'll keep 
you informed of developments.” 

It was clear to Ada that the investigation 
would show thal the arms shipment was 
legal. It was therefore necessary to move 
with all possible speed. 

The detention of the ship was reported in 
that morning’s press along with speculn- 
tion that the arms might be intended for 
use against the Jews in Palestine. At 11 
am., Ada was called on by a veteran of 
Kaly’s underwater commando unit which 
had operated with devastating effect 
against British ships during the war. He 
Offered the services of himself und col- 
leagues if she wanted the Line sunk. It 
would cost less than $1,000, Ada did not 
dismiss the proposal out of hand. 

Shortly afierwards, the Palmah team 
attached to Aliya Bet met with her to dis- 
cuss plans for sinking the Lino with an 
Underwater mine. Ada was taken abyck 
when the chief sapper, Yossele Dror (later 
an Istaeli submarine commander) said that 
he would have to fly to Tel Aviv or to Paris 
to get the materials necessary to make an 
underwater mine. 

“Listen, Yosscle,” she said. “We don't 
have time for that. If you don’t have the 
Means to do it, we will use Italian frogmen.” 

Dror and the others were incensed at the 
Suggestion but Ada insisted that if they 
could not do the job within 24 hours the 
Italians would be called in. “I will not let 
thal ship sail just because you don’t want 
Us fo use mercenaries.” 

Her firmness helped Dror and his com- 

to focus their minds. Within a few 
hours they were back at Ada’s headquar- 
ters to report that they had the materials 
d. They had gone to all the drug- 

Slores in Rome to buy the necessary chem- 

ls in small quantities so as not to arouse 

Suspicion. They now had enough to make 

two mines. They would need at least 48 

rs, however, to get to the port, make 

; © mines, plan the operation and execute 

1 Tt was, Ada’ conceded, a reasonable 
Fequest. It would be up to her to buy them 
the time, ᾿ 


. The police inspector-gencral agreed 
She ramely to her request for a mecting. 
tin knew, she said, that the sailing of the 
im, Could not be. prevented. Ht was 
aint t, however, that it be delayed by 
ἘΝ days. ΩΣ Ἢ 
ay” Officer was silent for a moment. 
What 1 don’t understand,” he finally said, 


sue πὲ 


‘Enzo was a Zionist. He lald down one condition — that we live 
In Palestine as ploneers.’ 


Ada was flabbergasted but quickly made 
her calculutions. Was he just probing in 
order to get ut her true intentions? If so, 
woukl he move to stop them? She decided 
that he was expressing his (rue sentiments. 

“That's why we need 48 hours,” she 
responded, 

I was his turn to be startled. He could 
give her, he said, no more than three or 
four hours unless she could come up with 
ἢ reasonable excuse for delaying the vessel 
longer. 

Returning to headquarters, Ada consulted 
with legal experts, Onc provided her with 
the legal snare she was secking. A wooden 
boat required a special permit to carry 
armaments. The Lixo was wooden and did 
not have such a permit. fl would take a cou- 
ple of days before one could be processed. 

Ada returned to the office of the inspec- 
tor-general. In her presence he telephoned 
the police commander in Bari. “As far as 
I'm concerned,” he told the Bari comman- 
der, “the Lino cun sail if all its permits are 

in order. Check that they are.” Among the 
papers needed, he pointed out, was the 
special permit for carrying armaments. 


ihe Lino had been towed to Bari and it 

was to there that four Palmah frogmen 
drove. That night Dror and another man 
slipped into the cold water of Bari harbor 
and swam toward the Ling. To their biller 
surprise they found a British destroyer 
anchored immediately alongside the vessel 
and illuminating the water with searchlights, 

The phone wakened Ada at 4:30 a.m. It 
was Dror reporting that the mission had 
been aborted. She told him to be prepared 
to Iry again that night. 

Confronting the navy commander a few 
hours later she asked why Italy had per- 
mitted 4 British warship to enter an Italian 
port in order to mount guard on an Italian 
vessel. Italy. now had 8 peace agreement 
‘with Great Britain and was no longer an 


s-gecupied country. The admiral said that a 


protest had already been made to the 
British who had promised to withdraw the 
destroyer outside territorial waters. Ada 
hastened to telephone Dror in Bari. “It's 
tonight or never,” she sald. 

That night the Palmah frogmen swam to 
the darkened Lino and altached a mine to its 
hull, It was mid-morning that Ada received 
a call from one of her Malian contacts. 

“Have you heard what happened?” he 
asked. The Lino had been sunk. There 
were no casuallies and no damage to the 
dock. 


ne story, however, was not yel over. 

‘The vessel had gone down in shallow 
waters. Within a month Ada learned from 
her counter-espionage contact that a 
Syrian major had arrived to salvage the 
weapons and ammunition, still serviceable 
despite their immersion. 

Ada convened her team. This time they 
would attempt not just to slop the arma- 
ments from getting to Syria but to get them 
to the newly declared Jewish state fighting 
for its life. For the first and only time in 
her clandestine career Ada resorted to the 
payment of bribes. A Bari shipping agent 
had been asked by the Syrian to acquire a 
vessel and crew for the reshipment of the 
Lino's cargo. The agent had in the past 
betrayed an Aliya Bet ship for money so 
Ada was sure he would betray the Syrian 
for money as well. She bought the agent's 
cooperation for $15,000. 

Rejecting a proposal that all the crew- 
men hired by the Syrian be bribed to take 


the boat to Isracl, Ada said thal too.many™ 


people in on the plot would endanger: its 
secrecy. It was sufficient, she said, to 
recruit the chief engineer and the second- 
in-command, : 

“If the captain himself were involved, he 
would be too vulnerable afterwards,” says 
Ada. “I didn’t. want to ‘burn' him. In ail 
my ‘activities in Italy, I was careful never 


Terrors. 


to burn anyone.” Once these preliminaries 


had been decided, says Ada, “I left the rest 
to the boys.” The ‘boys’ were the Palmahr 
Operatives ussigned to Aliya Bet. 


Shorily afler the vessel with the arma- 


ments left Bari, the chief enginecr reported 
mechanical trouble. As the vessel hove to, 
it was approached by a small yacht carry- 
ing on its deck two men in Allied unifarms. 


Their jackets were resplendent with 


medals and insignia purchased in a Rome 
shop. One carried a radio, They told the 
captain that they had been sent by the 
Syrian major to provide security and he 
welcomed them aboard. Near Cyprus, the 
vessel was intercepted by Israeli gunboats. 
From Haifa, the arms were rushed to the 
battlefronts, including the embatiled road 
to Jerusalem. 


With that, Ada’s work in Italy was done. 


Some 24,000 clandestine immigrants had 
sailed for Palestine from Italian ports in 
dozens of illegal ships during the previous 
three years. The political pressures they 
helped create were an important element in 
the ending of the British Mandate. 


Before departing Rome, Ada bade 


farewell to her four Italian chiefs. !t was an 
emotional parting. They were sure, said 
the Italian officials, that she would soon be 
returning to Rome, this time as Israel's 
ambassador, “I can assure you,” said Ada, 
“that I will not be the ambassador.” 


Her relations with the politically powerful 


Shaul Avigur, the secretive head of Aliya 
Bet, had soured because of their differing 
temperaments and different operational 
slyles. Unlike Arazi, for instance, Avigur 


had never asked to meet Ada’s Italian con- 
tacts. She suspected that it was because 
Avigur was uncomfortable about such 
meetings, being mare accustomed to win- 
ning help by bribery than by persuasion. 

When, unbeknownst to her, he came to 
Genon and purchased a ship, he neglected 
to take certain precaulions and the opera- 
tion was blown. This became a subject of 
rancor between her and Avigur. A vetcran 
Mapai official speculated this month that 
Ada may have evoked party disfavor as 
early as the 1930s by challenging the polit- 
ically correct belief that a Revisionist, 
Avraham Stavsky, bad murdered Zionist 
leader Huim Arlosaroff. 

Ada, who had come to know the inti- 
mate workings of the Italian political 
mind, knew enough about politics now to 
realize that her own path in public service 
was probably blocked. An appointment to 
an ambassadorial post which her friends 
had expected did not come and her excep- 
tional performance in Aliya Bei would be 
little noted. 

She returned to the kibbutz but it was not 
long before she was asked by Yehuda 
Arazi to {eam up wilh him once again. He 
had built the Ramat Aviv Hotel in Tel 
Aviv and wanted Ada to help him run it. 
She would remain there for several years. 
In the 1950s, she returned to Italy, this 
time as part of a discrete government team 
maintaining contacts with Soviet Jewry 
from various European capitals. 

Ada suffered anothér personal tragedy in 
1954 when her only son was among those 
killed on the shores of Lake Kinneret when 
a plane performing acrobatics crashed into 

a crowd of spectators. 

Today, she is physically frail. But the 
charm is stiil there and the sense of humor 
and the clear view of the way life is 
played. The Italianate passions are there 
too. She enthuses still about many of those 
she walked with and there are those wha 
had best still keep out of her way. She had 
not been certain that:she would be strong 
enough to altend the Israel Prize ceremony 
but in the end she did, seated in a wheel- 
chair. It-gave her pleasure but it would 
have given her more pleasure, she said 

afterwards, had it come 20 years earlier. 

In addition to her two daughters, Ada has 
five grandchildren, 14 great-grandehildren 
and one great-great-grandchild. This fifth- 
. generation offspring resides at Givat 
Brenner where Ada and Enzo, scions of 
the Ascarellt and Sereni familiés, had 68 
years ago fourided their own branch of 
. their venerable lines ina pioneertent. i 
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nyone who believes the 

pioneering spirit is dead 

among young Isruelis 

should take a look al 

Inbar Jruah Kafri (Inbar 

Country Guest House). 

Perched high up on a 

verdant Galilee ridge, 

an eight-minute drive southwest of Nahal 

Amud junction, Inbar is home to 12 ideal- 

isis who pooled their money a year ago to 

build their own kibbutz and guest house. 

They built it the old-fashioned way — with 

thé sweat of their labor; and paid for it {he 
modern way — with a private loan, 

Inbar Country Guest House is unique 
among kibbutzim in two ways. First, its 
economy is based entirely on income from 
its guest house and reluted tourist services. 
Second, it has no affiliation with any kib- 
butz movement. 

“We decided we want to make our own 
decisions, without anyone from above in 
the movement telling us what to do,” 
explains member Ariel Saar, 31, from 
Kibbutz Sa’ar. “It's a risk, but it’s worth it.” 

In 1988, Sa‘ar joined a Hashomer 
Hatza'ir garin (kibbutz scitlement group) 
of 25 young ex-kibbutzniks. The garin 
attracted several families, and was set to 
move to a sctilement sile chosen by the 
Artzi movement. Two weeks before the 
planned move, the Nahal group already at 
the site decided to slay. Ii was a iremen- 
dous blow, Sa’ar says. 

The families in the garin struck out on 
their own, while the younger members 
spent the next eight years moving from 


kibbutz to kibbutz, looking for a perma- 
nent sile, The group, which adopted the 
name “Kvutzat Hagalil,” spent time on 
Kibbutz Tzivon, and several years on 
Kibbuiz Ravid, near their present location, 
dreaming all the time of building their 
own home in Galilee. 

Two years ago, the United Kibbutz 
Movement offered the garin an empty kib- 
butz site, “We were sel to go, but decided 
Against il,” Sa’ar explains. “The move- 
Ment wanted to be in charge, to fell us how 
fast to absorb new members, how big we 
should grow, whal kind of industry we 
_— have. We wanted to make our own 

fons.” 

In breaking away from the kibbutz orga- 
nizations, the garin cut off its source of 

inancial support. The group stayed anoth- 
€r year at Ravid, putting in a full day’s 
work on the kibbutz every morning, then 
Working second jobs in the afterncons and 
Svenings in Halfa to save money to move 
ee own seitlement. By the spring of 
ina 4, five temaining members of the orig- 

1 88 garin, now in their late 20s and 
carly 30s, were Joined by five other young 
Peopls, and a couple in their 50s. 
Independence Day last year, bol- 
Stered with loans from a bank and from the 
povernment-supported Small Business 

‘und, i garin arrived at its new home. 

4 disaster,” Sa'ar recalls, The 

* had been used by the IDF as αὶ transit 
mp for new Nahal settlements in the 
and had been abandoned two years 


βίον, “It was so bad, even the army did- 


Bcc 3 he comments, 
ar flips through an album of pho- 
ΟΝ laken during the first few days at 
ilk . The pictures reveal d sad collec- 
a broken-down, ramshackle build- 
ape Were no doors, few windows 
and Eaping holes in most wails. Tree roots 
Up through the floor tiles. The 
— Stalls were destroyed, the sinks 


Klbbutz members live In these modest quarters and devote all of thelr resources to bullding the guest facilities. 


HOME OF THEIR OWN 


A year ago, 12 young idealists pooled their funds 
to build their own, independent kibbutz in Galilee. 


By Sue Fishkoff 


“were tom from the walls, Bed frames lay 
twisted in the yards, piled up next to filthy, 
torn mattresses, Nothing was salvageable. 


“We looked at it and said, ‘we're going 
to build our holiday village guest house 
here?’ Sa'ar recalis., “Everyone sald 
we're crazy.” 


he garin began to rebuild the sellle- 

ment from scratch. First, the old bulid- 
ings had to be ripped down. Twenty-nine 
truckloads of garbage were carted out 
before they could move onto the site. They 
sunk every shekel they had into the pro- 
ject, including salaries saved from the 
Haifa jobs, army severance pay and the 
start-up money some of them received 
from their original kibbutzim. 

They did all the construction them- 
selves: pipe installation, electric wiring, 
roofing, tiling, cabinetwork; they put in 
kitchens, toilets and showers, Each mem- 
ber pitched in, combining previous experi- 
ence with pluck and energy, learning as 
they went. They hired experts in tiling and 
sewage for a few days, to learn (he ropes, 
and finished the jobs on thelr own. 


_' Yoav. did the installation. Tal lay the 


tiles, salvaging and cleaning as many of- 
the οἷά tiles as possible, to seve mansy. 
Yaffa painted the walls. Shimi and Rotem 
did the electric wiring. “Everyone had 15 
different jobs,” Sa’ar says. “People ffave 
been very helpful. ff I need to paint some- 


theit pipes, klichen cabinets 
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main income source for the kibbutz. 
Toduy, the 18 fully rebuilt rooms are sim- 

ς but lovely, containing double beds, 
chairs that open into single beds for chil- 
dren, a mini-bar, closet and bathroom. 
Some of the furniture was made on the kib- 
butz, “so it would look more homey,” 
Sa’ar says. 

On February 10, the Inbar Country Guest 
House received its first paying customers. 
By mid-April, most weekends were fully 
booked. Prices are standard for kibbutz 

houses in the area, as sel by the 
Galilee Non-Profit Tourism Association. 

During Pessuh, kibbutz members planted 
a Jawn and put in flower gardens. In June, 
they hope to build a playground. By 
Succot, there should be a swimming pool; 
for now, guests are shuttled to the pools of 
neighboring kibbutzim. 

There are no (clevisions in the guest 
rooms. The kibbutz's sole TV set is kept in 
a clubhouse, where members and 
overnight guesis congregate in the 


In contrast to the well-appointed guest 
rooms, the members themselves still live 
in their original government-issue cara- 
vans. “Everything we have, we put toward 
the guests and their comfort,” Sa’ar 
explains. “The guests come first. We live 
in austerity — not poverty, austerity.” 

Not only do the members receive no 
salaries, they can’t even afford private 
budgets yet for entertainment and cloth- 
ing. “We don’t go much to movies or 
restaurants,” Sa'ar says. “We hardly leave 
at all. Anyway, we’re very busy building 
the place. Creating something new fills 
your life, and you don’t need outside 
entertainment.” 

Guests and members cat in the same din- 
ing room. The cuisine is vegetarian, with 
some fish. Sa'ar estimates that “70 per- 
cent” of the members are vegetarian by 
conviction, “but we're 100 percent vege- 
tarian now because of moncy.” 

But, he adds quickly, the kibbutz’s own 
austerily program does not extend to ils 
tourists. Whén guests are present — usually 
only on weckends -- the tables are covered 
in white tablecloths, a nicer sct of plates is 
used, and kibbuiz members don while 
shirts 10 walt table. No corners are cul in 
food preparation. “Our guests get the best, 
always,” Saar promises. 

All the members’ jobs are connected to 
building and maintaining the guest house. 
They work hard during the week, prepar- 
ing the rooms and food for the weekend 
ardvals, There is no hired labor — all 
housekeeping and repair work is done by 
the members. 


decision to base the kibbutz on 

Was nol accidental. The guest 

house also provides a financial outlet for 
members’ varied individual interests. 

Many members ore interested in alterna- 

ive healing arts. Their hobbies include mar- 

ial arts, Alexander Technique, shiatsu mas- 

Sage, yoga, bioenergy research, music und 

Painting. Some of these services are avail- 

(0 guesis on a paying basis. The mem- 


__ bersare presently refurbishing a former car- 


Pentry building to house a seminar center, 
V will be available for groups slaying 
in the guest house, and will also be rented 
so Thusic, art and yoga workshops. 
ihe hen the landscaping is completed, 
y'll Start planting an organic vegetable 
τόμ which will provide the kitchen 
" ey peace for their guests, and 
mei ig i i 
gardening ml interest in organic 
new project we start is designed 
rales the place more enjoyable for 
sly oud more profitable for our- 
on Sa’ar says, wt 
shor’ Grossberg, 30, bom on Kibbulz 
theme and one of the five original garin 
of visi TS, points out that the constant flow 
the cuit from the outside helps alleviate 
Social isolation of living in small, 
Settlement, 


Pips kibbutz is a very closed society,” 
amy, γι “T saw (πὲ when I went to the 
For the Firat time, I met people from 


Shim! Margolis, who Immi. 


all walks of life. That's what 1 particularly 
like about our entire project. 

“We don’t go out much, but the world 
comes to us.” 

One of the newer gorin members is 
Shimi Margolis, 28, who immigrated from 
Moscow four ycars ago. He was Initially 
Absorbed st Kibbutz Shefayim, but left 
after a yenr and a half to drive a taxi in 
Rishon Lezlon. Bul something, he felt, was 
missing. 

“I made plenty of money, but 1 wasn’l 
teally living,” he says. “I wanted to live on 
a kibbutz, but not a big, established ono 
like Shefayim. I wanted to build something 
new, so I could develop myself.” 

Two ycars ago, Margolis went to the 
United Kibbutz Movement, which suggest- 
ed that he hook up with the Inbar garin al 
Ravid. He did, and soon joined their project. 


he 12 members of garin (settlement group 


drove a taxi in Rishon Lezion before joining the kibbutz. 


“I feel this is my family,” he explains. 
“It’s impossible to love the whole world, 
but here we are really close friends,” 

Margolis studied clectrical wiring in 
Moscow, in preparation for his immigra~ 
tion. When the garin sel about building the 
guest house, he was pul in charge of the 
electric work. “I also did the plaster walls,” 
he notes. 

Margolis says he's very happy with his 
new life in Galilee. He works hard, and 
spends his freo tIme reading ~ in Russian 
and English -- from books he borrows from 
the Karmiel public library. On weekends, 
he trades in his hammer and nails for a 
white shirt, and serves dinner to the gucsts 
in the dining room. He believes that his 
idealism made his immigration process 
much easier, 

"If someone comes to Israel because he 


vutzat Hagali” 


consider their community.a kibbutz. They aré legally " 
registered as a kibbutz with the Registrar of Cooperative . .”. 
Organizations and adhere to the fundamental organizational rules 
of the kibbutz structure, as Jaid down in the country's “kibbutz 
law": common ownership of property, no-private bank account 
and no differential salaries, to namie but afew, : pes 
But can any group who sels up a communal society call 


kibbutz? Doesn't it-have to belong to one of th 


kibbutz movements? 


Stgbl| 


Not necessarily, says Kibbutz Artzi sccretary-gondial Anim | 
Efrati. “A kibbutz does not have to-belong to.one of the. 
movements in order to be a kibbutz,” he says. ‘Mos! do; 


It’s'more convenient.” ἢ 


"Acknowledging ‘that he’s jiot personaly. familar ‘with the [πὶ 


Country Guest House, although 


-that if the settlement opera! its 


δ᾽ 5 “heard of the garin,” he? 
Is meémbers'3a 


then 


believes it's his country, and he wants to 
make his life here, and only secondarily 
because he wants a good material life, he'll 
get along much beiter,” he states. “That's 
how I am, and it’s been easy for me.” 

Hertzi Schwartz, 28, from Rehovot, 
joined the garin five years ago when thoy 
were living at Kibbutz Tzivon, where she 
was 8 candidate for membership. 

“I identified with their ideals, with [the 
garin’s] enerpy, with the kind of kibbutz 
they wanted to build,” she says. Once at 
the new site, Schwartz worked in construc- 
tion, helping install lhe bathrooms and toi- 
{et facilities. Today she works in the guest- 
house reception office. 

Like most of Inbar’s residents, Schwartz 
is interested in alternative healing. In her 
spare time — “which isn't much,” she adds 
- she dabbles in bioenergy, which she 
describes as working with human energy 
fields. 

Despite her esoteric interest, Schwartz 
shares with other kibbutz members a very 
practical, down-to-earth altitude concern- 
ing their economic future. 

“We are very modem,” she Insists, “The 
traditional idea that agriculture alone can 
sustain a kibbutz no longer works finan- 
clally. More and more kibbutz lands are 
being sold and developed, The future of 
kibbutz is in high-tech and In tourism. 
That’s the only direction, Who knows 
where it will take us?" 


L contrast to other kibbulzim, Inbar is 
not seeking new members. They have no 
available housing, Sa'’ar explains, And 
although Inbar is, he says, open to the idea 
of new members one day, its financial 


success. 
“One day, with God’s help, we will be 


t structure is not dependent on expansion for 
% 


able to house new members,” he says, 
ἢ adding quickly, “But we always wanl to 


meet new people|” 

For now, they will grow slowly, working 
to improve their guest house and cultivate 
members’ personal interests. Maybe one 
day, Grossberg says, their economy will 
branch out beyond the tourism industry. 
But for now, the guest house and its relat- 
ed projecis are more than enough. 

“We have development plans for every 
inch of our properly,” Sa’ar says with 
pride. “After eight years of waiting, only 
now, when we are in our own place, with- 
oul managers from abave, can we say thal 
we are really succeeding.” 

Shimi Margolis recalls the day a friend 
took him to Galilee for the first time, soon 
after his arrival from Moscow. He stood 
on top of a green, forested hill, and sur- 
veyed the land spread oul before him in 
wonder, 

“When you stand on a high place and faok 
out over the whole Galilee, you sec that this 
country [8 not small at all,” he says. “What 
more does a person need?” " 


(Right) Trainees are quick on the draw. 


(Below) Aleksandr Kullkov, 
deputy Interior minister 

of the Russian Federation, 
takes aim with a Jericho pistol. 
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Russian Officials turn to 

Israeli security experts 

: to help arrest the crime 
᾿ epidemic in the CIs. 


. _ By Steve Rodan 
Photos: Ariel Jerozolimski’ 
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ikhail losif Shesto- 
palov grips the 
Jericho ia pis- 
tol in his right 
hand and takes aim 
at the target seven 
meters away. He 
strains to - 
ai pee of an instructor clad ia 
and squi 
pail 4 ints to avoid the glare of 
“Knees bent slightly. Keap your’e 
mga cg ron the fee 
- . “Tight. ie ight i 
Bip No ba hee P the gun tight in your 
. stopalov finally gives up tryin 
aitention and blasts away at Fede 
one hand, cowboy style, as an electronic 
detector registers the hits at the range just 
outside Kibbutz Sdot Yam near Caesarea 
When he and his colleagues exhaust their 
-Tound, ‘Shaposhnik and his assistant check 
the: pistols of exch participant to ensure the 
. Cartridge and barrel are empty, 

“>The Vistting Russian sure could use the 
- Practice, As head of’ security ‘at the ᾿ 
Menatep Bank, _Shestopalov is also ἃ 
‘board member of oné of the most impor- 


keep funds safely in their deposits. 

In short, Shestopalov and his firm need 
protection and the most natural address 15 
— you guessed it.— Israel. He and other 
Russians have been impressed by how 
Israel has fought terrorism, whether in the 
skies during the attempted airline hijack- 
ings of the late 1960s, or in the territories 
during the Palestinian uprising in the 
1980s, and now believe Israel can help 
them fight sophisticated crime. 

“An entire industry has been established 
because of our fight against terror," says 
Benny Michaelson, head of business intel- 
ligence at TAAS-Israel Industries (former: _ 
ly Israel Military Industries). “We operate — 
in perimeter protection of airports, har- 
bors, special operations and riot control. 
It’s something that we had to do." " 

Thesé days, the criminals appear to be it 
Control of much of the CIS, In 1993, crime 
rose in Moscow by 23 percent. The violent 
Crime rate increased by 45 percent. During 
the: first half of last year, the crime rate 
was more than double that of 1993. - 
_In Moscow, officials still resist admil- 
aa Ls scope of the μονα 
Gal aioe “According to our principles, there is 
cn aaron dnsitutions in the CIS. mafia,” says: Aleksaid Kulikov, depuly 
ἴθ. ΠΟ ἢ: a Ἷ (Ὁ ensure that his business. interior minister of the Russiat ~ 

Sedto, launder drug money: and to’ Federation. “There are murderers. There 


are thieves. There are drug dealers. But 
the term ‘mafia’ implies a structure that 
we don't assess is there.” 

To foreign visitors, these nuances don't 
mean much. According to Russian offi- 
cials, al least 2 percent of the crime is 
directed against tourists, While petly crim- 
inals attack unescorted foreigners in broad 
daylight, the organized crime concentrates 
on wholesale theft of goods transported on 
trucks and trains. 

Whatever you call it, nubody denies that 
the sharp rise in crime is a realily of the 

-Communist era, 

“There has been a total revolution in 
Russia,” says Ronny Avishai, a reserve 
colonel and security consultant. “Ii has 
turned from a communist country to an 
open country. There are many criminals 
and other obstacles to businessmen who 
want to be active there.” 

The result is that large foreign corpora- 
tions often spend huge amounts of money 
merely protecting their executives and 
property. Smaller companies, however, 
have decided that the lure of a country 
where labor and raw materials are cheap ts 
not worth the dangers of life in the CIS. 

“I's cheap for the investors,” says 
Mordecai Sinai, a security consultant who 
deals with the Russians. “But there are 
cheaters everywhere. You go in there but 
you see the risks are so high that you 
leave.” 


inai, Avishai and their colleagues 

have a lot riding on their hopes in 
eastern Europe. As director-general of the 
Herzliya-based International Security 
Academy, Avishai, promoted to colonel at 
age 31, established a branch in Latvia, 
regarded as the most Western republic of 
the former Soviet Union. The academy 
trains bodyguards and other private secu- 


“rity personnel throughout Europe in the 


latest Israeli techniques, The instructors 
are former commandos in the army and 
police as well as agents in the General 
Security Services. 

The academy also has a sister company 
called International Security Services. The 
firm provides bodyguards, security of 
facilities, office services and business 
intelligence in several capituls in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, Europe and North 
America, 

ISS is not alone, Industry analysts say 

li companies are examining how 
lucrative the security niche is in eustern 
Europe, International trade shows are 
now the norm in the CIS. in March, un 
exhibition in Moscow on security and fire 
safety wus sold out. Similar shows are 
planned around the other republics over 
the next year. 

But interest doesn’t always mean busi- 
ness. During the last three years Israeli 
defense firms, which are estimated to have 
exported about $1.5 billion in products and 
Services in 1994, have been burned when 
trying to sell military equipment to coun- 
tes such as Poland and CIS republics, 
which offered barter rather than cash. 

Defense industry cooperation has also 


fallen short of expectations. The joint pro- 


ject by Russia and Israel Aircraft 
Industries to produce the Galaxy executive 
det, industry sources say, is way behind 
Schedule because of the technological gap 
tween Moscow-trained and Tel Aviv- 
Uained engineers, F 
Ze'ev Bonen, a former director-general at 
Rafael {the Armaments Development 
thority), and now a researcher al Bar-Ilan 
University’s BESA Center for Strategic 
, Says he's not sure whether local 
Companies marketing personal security will 
Once again be disappointed. “You're not 
ing with governments but with private 


_ linnsin Russia,” Bonen says. “You have no 


Busrontees that you're not dealing with fly- 
by-night outfits. ee ee 
alisha, of the 1SS, and his colleagues 
be, the opposite, Russian companies arc 
‘ Γ Pah race and: must make a profit. 
east ebtacasigeas looking to enter the 


; Pan, market, aged, protection - 
__Atickty. Asiativeutiee ine iswr secur 


Security Instructors play the part to the fullest. 


industry, they say, can expect immediate 
interest in their services, although time is 
needed to gain credibility. 

David Mirza, the 40-year-old founder of 
the academy, says the company has that 
credibility. First, many struggling firms 
that would ply their wares anywhere have 
been largely weeded out -- either (hrough 
financial hardships or strict Defense 
Ministry regulations on export of military 
hardware or experlise. The regulations 


“ Syangetpeactlee at dhe tnternational Se 


ΒΕ ania 


came in the wake of the 1989 Yair Klein 
scandal, in which a reserve colonel was 
training people believed to be drug dealers 
in Colombia. 

Israeli instructors at the academy, which 
has been in Riga since 1992, train recruits 
sent by European firms to become body- 
guards. A three-week course costs $3,500, 
less than half of what is charged in some 
parts of Western Europe. 

Marketing consultants bring Israeli tech- 


nology to help secure installations or pre- 
vent while-collar crime. The academy 
exports light arms, including Uzis, bullet- 
proof vests and other accessories to the 
former Soviet Union. Prices ure kept rela- 
tively low to attract more business. 

“Israel is an attractive country in the 
securily realm," Mirza says, “They look at 
us differently.” 

Mirza refuses to list his company's 
finances, He will only say he does well in 
the CIS, “If you show people how well 
you're doing, then you're a marked man,” 
says Mirza, a large man with a smile. 


oO: the shooting range, Mirza's 
instructors take over, Like his boss, 
Oren Shem Tov, chief of the academy's 
Europe department, is a burly man. He 
demonstrates the use of what he calls 
“selective fire.” 

At the next range, in the shaduw of a 
sand dune, are several government securi- 
ly agents deep in targe! practice. They are 
carrying targets with a picture of Michael 
Jackson in sunglasses. 

“No one teaches how to kill,” says Shem 
Tov, a former government agent. “We 
teach how to stop the attacker, If he is 
killed, well, that's his problem." 

Shem Tov smiles. 

“You have to be 100 percent sure before 
you shoot,” he continues. “It's nat like the 
movies where he aims for his hand, Ninety 
percent of the time, you miss his hand and 
hit someone else. 

“There's no shooting from the hip, That's 
also just from the movies. In the army, you 
can shoot while you move. In our work, 
you shoot while you're stationary.” 

The visitors begin to pructice. 
Shaposhnik and Mirza demonstrate tough- 
ness, They slap stomachs and shove the 
shooters from behind to remind them {to 
maintain a firm stance. 

The instructors move on. The current 
lesson is on operational driving. You're 
driving quickly and 200 meters away is a 
man firing a gun in your direction; or a 
mob hungry for blood. The mission is to 
get out fast. 

Shem-Toy is at the wheel of a white rent- 
ed car with automatic transmission. He 
steps hard on the gas and drives the cur to 
about 60 km an hour. In front of him is 
Shaposhnik firing a special gun with balls 
that splat red paint. 


Finally, an American w 


THE KGB CRIME-BUSTERS __ 


Belarus republic. “Our president has put the issue of fighting 

criminals as his main priority.” 

, Yurkin’s job is also protecting the republic's sensitive 

industries, He arrived here with a delegation from Beliexport, 

which represents the defense industries of Belarus. 

. Yurkin says he has two goals to accomplish during his visit here, 

One is to forge cooperation with Israelis and other intemational * 

bodies in fighting crime. The other is demonstrate that the KGB is 

not what it used to be when the Kremlin was in bea τ : 
“About two years ago, it would have been impossible 


he adds, 

Belarus has bilateral accords with the Russian Federation and 
several other a With eastern European countries, he Says, 
there are “‘gentleman’s agreements. We would like to put this 
-£00 are τὰ ἷ formal basis,” : : 

urcin feels ho can learn from the Israelis, He points to | 
᾿ hundreds of thousands of new ‘immigrants who tae μόν ΤῊΣ 
aries sovet Union over the past five years. 
‘ “Israel is a rather young state,” he says, " . 
Paral ler se tate,” | ry: ‘6 want to sce-how 


oman j A ᾿ : 
has had ®Voy’ Jouruiig an I tell you American government and, with all due 
. Ad ts she ays votes having: what's really respect, the Americans’ position hasn't 
T" pe oe Cold ie μὲς meant a major turn In the career “These are kinds of crime of which we have no experience Holmes Scemis taken aback, py barine Pr cena an ae poe ἀπο θεῖ 
Iva cnorovich Yurkin. whatsoever.” . ᾿ chauvinist?” he asks, “You're pt! asks loshe eyes, Jerusale’ Ἵ ; th 

i ἔζων 5. boss is still the KGB. But his duties now involve - Cormuption and speculation is another problem, the latter being treated like eer ie Te JUSt being ᾿ Shamir, in ἃ cour- Palestinian refugees must δὲ Soles τὸ 5 
ighting crime er than dissidents, ὦ . legal in the West, bul banned in the East where resources temnin Mirza asks for a volunteer to i teous but firm all written down eh Ἧ t με Ee a 
am responsible for the special unit in the fight agsinst limited and accessible to the privileged few. stoge in the lecture room ata saan δε ὁ voice. An hour [UN Security Council] Re 

organized crime,” says Yurkin, deputy KGB chairman of the Tn order to encourage investment, things musi be set right,” Sponsoring in Herzliya “Anybot Μὰ ; eee ΕΥ̓ ἂν ἐς ee 


“The Americiuns are in no way willing to 
ignore 200 million Moslems, who to the 
Americans mean oil, markets, influence in 
the region and in Europe. Haven't the 
Americans been pestering us for 27 years 
to return the territories? Instead we should 
have settled 500,000 Jews there.” 

Shamir pauses momentarily in bitter 
silence. 


discussed miscellaneous — and to him sec- 
ondary - civic topics: Why are members 
of Israeli academe post-Zionist intellectu- 
al snobs? Why won't Yitzhak Rabin ever 
say hello to him again? Why did President 
Ezer Weizman call the distinguished 
assembly of writers gathered at the recent 
Hebrew Writers’ Association old fogies? 

His battleship-gray eyes practically 


body,” he says, ee 
Kulikoy, the thin Russian deputy inte 
minister, responds. Mirza, oven : 
Jeans and work shitt whose career hase : 
in the Border Police, Places the volumes: 
behind him in a demonstration of lk : 
Istacli technique af body guarding. 
First, there is a film of an i 
attempt on a French politician, His bob. 


to imagine 


‘i ; : : Ϊ " i i “Begin, Begin,’ he muses quixotically. 

eign de anincrvew-"hemge in DOW wd” Te KG i om tara at tom he fle rnd hn” δὴ ἐκ ἀπά | ele maddening poll ake which ἜΣ tec ea aires 
Yurkin feels at home in Israeli secutity circles. ndles'the ὁ imams teen, communism. Indsed, he says, tho OTS ete Μέπι, Ὁ ΝΒ : Ἢ those angry Ma'ariv o} do? Honestly? 1 stood there in on 3 
Uzi like a charm. At the fit mares τὸ ρος, rot ; — tespect where other institutions havo lost That's not the Israeli way. “Everybodys ἐτλυ απο Τρ ΕΣ a ridge in Samaria, and Begin sent the army 


so busy protecting him that ; 
body is fighting off the allacker,” Mim ! 
says. “A bodyguard has to fight. Thats | 


after another. 


But his new challenge will require far more than good aim. ‘: ce 
Crime is rampant in Belarus, as it is in the rest of the former 


out to chase us away. Begin gave back 
Sinai which is a travesty generations of 
Israelis will pay for. A fiasco. The root of 


Like so many in public life, Shamir 
sees life through both a magnifying glass 
and a picture window. For Shamir, who 


“You know ihat the KGB is @ ‘special security servi 
“-also' responsible for national gecurity,” he sa ᾿ “Buin bie a 


~ dled. At a demonstration for journalists, 


- “Don’t draw unlil 1° “Draw,’.” 
Bolmowitz backs. ti ae ne 

- ba τὸς αν ΘΝ 
- Several: alert journalists pull -dut 4 
cpa eer rem μα ταὶ; 
παν πα ΠΝ id LP" Bolmowite 


[τ 


laundering by drug dealers o 


Soviet Union. Much of it 1s sophisticated, such as Money- . “, 1. 
r hijacking sensitive material, - 
away from our country," he Sayge. 


"People are taking capital 


The effect is immedinte. The back 
wheels lock and throw the car into a 180- 
degree turn. Shem-Tov lowers the brakes, 
Steps on the gas and he's gone. 

Nearby, Dave Boimowitz takes a break. 
He is responsible for securily training for 
the Baltiy states at Mirza’s academy and 
reflects on the Middle East peace process. 
Like the other trainers, he is under 30, 
dressed in a black jumpsuit and wrap- 
around sunglasses. In his Opinion, peace is 
not exactly good for business, 

“This agreement with the PLO leaves me 
with nothing io do,” he Says. “I used to be 
in the border police, but I fett. In fact, the 
whole trend around the world οἵ peace 
really puts the pressure on me. Soon, we 
ΜΟΙ have any work.” 

Not if Mirza can help it. His company 
Operates on the principle that securily is a 
must for the professional and an enjoyment 
for the adventurous. One of his Projects is 
to introduce a tour of Israel that will 
include courses in hand-to-hand combat, 
larget practice, operational driving and 
perhaps bomb dismantlement. 

The training would go well with other 
activities for the hyperactive tourist, such 
as rappelling or desert survival, Avishai, 
the director-general, Says the tours will 
slart in September. Kibbutz Sdot Yam 
will provide the food and lodging and 
Some scenic tours. The academy will do 
the rest. 


“There are a whole bunch of crazy peo- - i 


ple who spend their time and money 
climbing Mount Everest,” he says, “So, 
why not bring them here as well?” 

Avishai dismisses the possibility that the 
acadenvy will be flooded by neo-Nazis and 
mercenaries, The professional courses, he 
Says, are open to those with approval by 
the police in their countries and have a 
medical certificate, 

“We don’ want to train the mafia," he 
says, 

The tourists won't need alice approval; 
the week of training will te 50 Timey that 
it will have little value other than provid- 
ing them with lots of fun. Instructors say a 
Weapons training course of any value 
aeeds a minimum of two weeks in which at 
least 600 bullets are fired, : 

The instructors warn that nobody is cod- 


Boimow#lz staps the Hariging bellies of the 

tale members of the ‘Fourth Estate and 

taunts the women cottespondents, ‘The 

encounter is recorded by a vidso crew led 

by Channel 1’s Hanan Vda who is listed ° 
Ἀ5 8 research ‘colleague at the acadeniy, 
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᾿ country, many people feel that only 

: cin pele ple, : =e KG = solve the 

~ 1 "We are one of the stable republics in the CIS” 3. 
“can't say we have the situation ‘mnder control = ase 


: we 
Ivan Zakharovioh Yurkin of the KGB Tana 
above) and academ 
David Mine (below) sport ust pee 
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what you have to train him to do. He'sig, Ὁ 
going to want to stand around waiting for [ 
builet, whether you pay him $200 α 
$25,000. You want his barrel to 80 forward 
while you get the client out of danger.” 

AL that point, Mirza pulls Kutikov dom 
with one hand as the Israel blocks bs ! 
body. With the other hand, Mirza fiesa ; 
imaginary gun as he slowly backs away. [. 

Any questions? Aleksandr Tsiganey, 
head of security at AO Kominefl, a gs 
company, rises, 

“I would like to know about the psycho 
logical aspect,” Tsiganoy asks. "Hor 
Much compuatibility is necessary between 
the bodyguard and one he is Protecting?” Ff 

Mirza smiles. He's been irying [0 pio 
voke u serious discussion most of the day. ἢ 

“Sometimes there is no chemistry,” k | 
says. “Sometimes you can't stand the wit | 
of the client und wish she'd get a bulletin | 
the head. 

“Take Arik Sharon,” Mirza contioxs 
referring to the 1ikud Knesset memberad 
former defense minister. “All the bod 
Buards Jove to work with Arik. His wilt, 
Lily, would always offer them food πὶ 
drink, ‘There was always uetion with Aft 
He wouldn't tell you where he was golg I 
und he would walk around the Oid ΟἿΣ 5 
causing provocations. 5 [ 

“You ever see Yasser Arafat?” Mic 
asks in Tlebrew as the interpreter 
to keep up with him. “He has 10 gays la 
front of him and 20 around and they 
people. It’s not security. [t's chaos. Its 
like a singer who wants his fans to (ὧν 
a 50. that he feels he's still popular 

‘The delegates laugh. . 

“I'm not trying to put down Arafat 


ies udds, “He’s our partner and [resp 5, . 


hin.” 
The laughter grows louder. 


The translutors are sweating. Mia's i 


rupid speaking is muking their job bad 
enough. But how do they translate 
hand movements? Σ 
For example, how does 1 Πα πϑία!οΓ πιο 
pret Mirza when he slaps his opto 
hand across a rising right hand 
into a fist —a curse in Italian? 
Sumelimes, the Russians don't 
Amused, A lecture by Michaelson 
TAAS included a demonsiration video 
Istael’s Merkava tank. Mic! 


Teserve colonel, recounted the Merkett |” 


Success against Syria’s line of Soviet 
made armor, including the 7-55, Τό 
and T-72, 

It seemed a bit much for Analol) 
Netkachev, deputy head of 
Souzcontract, Russia’s largest import! 
food from the West. “How do you 


Merkava?” he asks. 


Michaelson chose his words σαι, | 


emonstrating Israeli prowess [5 am 
thing. Insulting a potential 
Quite another. 


df... 
cur i” 
pare Russia’s new 1.90 sank and δ |; 


grew up in the iron lap of the left-wing 

pam and went on to spend the better 
part of his life on the sharp edge of right- 
wing politics, his window does not have 
a planter full of roses. " 

To give an indication of the political 
hoops Shamir has jumped, he is the sort of 
right-wing ideologue who to this day fully 
believes that Menachem Begin “betrayed 
his party and his country in returning Sinai 
lo the Egyptians.” 

“The debate,” says Shamir suddenly 
lurching forward in an armchair in his Tel 
Aviv living room, “is whether Israel is 
marching toward peaceful resolution of its 
conflicts with the surrounding Arab states 
and the Arabs within its borders, or is 
Israel heading for catastrophe?” 

Shamir is an Isracli version of the well- 
spoken American writer and right-wing 
pundit, William Ἐ, Buckley, except with 
none of Buckley's drollery. A best-selling 
novelist and respected man of letters, he 
was awarded the Israel Prize for Literature 
in 1988. He was also a Knesset member 
from 1978 to 1981 in the Tehiya faction, 
and writes a pungent Maariv column. 


Anybody listening to him cannot have a 
Moment's uncertainty about who the man 
behind the voice is, You may have heard it 
Over nnd over again, but each time 
Shamir’s political criticism is aired, it 
seems to have a freshly outraged spin. 

If you catch Shamir in a television 

» he occupies the screen like a 

salesman from the 1950s, banging on 

the fender until the viewer understands his 

Point, If you read his column, his willing- 
ness to trash old acquaintances like Shimon 

and Rabin is particularly bold. 
bin and Peres,” Shamir says, “are 
Operating on the assumption that there is a 
Cettain point at which the Arabs will sim- 
Ply stop threatening Israel. At that point, 
5 will be peace. OK, they figure, it 
Won't be easy. It will be hard, You'll have 
Your occasional. acts of terror; you'll get 
Some heat from the Palestinian Authority. 
‘But they [Rabin and Peres] really and 
uly believe this scenario: that to see this 
dawn, we simply had to endure all 
Wars with the Arabs; that the USSR 
had to fall; that we had to mature.” 

ur pauses and stares intently. “Me?” 
thetorically, “I don't believe it. Not 

8 second, ΑΒ far as the Arabs are con- 
cemed, the ‘certain point’ they intend to 
Sop at is the Hilton Marina in Tel Aviv. 
And am 1 saying this? Because I 
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Moshe Shamir wrestled with politics 


and, unlike many 


leading authors, 


emerged as a powerful, passionate: 


advocate of the n 


ationalist cause. 


By Netty C. Gross 


tell them what's good for them; what 

rie should or shouldn't do; whether 
democracy is good or bad for them; how 
great the Saudi millions will be for them. 

“It’s simply not the way things work in 
the Arab world. It's a world which simply 
won't tolerate any foreign element in its 
midst. It’s a world where there. simply is 
no peace. Just the way there is no real 
commerce or democracy.” . 

Isn't that a rehashing of the old doctrine, 
you have to be tough with the Arabs 
because it’s the only “language” they 

47 : 

rll Shamir continuing his free 
fall into the frothy waters of political oblo- 
quy. “It’s simply a statement of fact. 
Arabs will not knock their heads es 
Wall of steel, They haye ingen 2 Sti. 


finely developed sense of ferreting out the 
weak. And the fact is that in this part of 
the world, the weak nations have gotten 
clobbered. Egypt is, in fact, a military 
police state drowning in poverty. Hussein 
is a dictator who — it's no secret - owes his 
political existence to this country. 
Algeria’s democracy simply self-destruct- 
ed." Then there are Iran and Iraq, he adds. 
“Rabin is a pragmatic guy and he's hop- 
ing that he can nevertheless broadcast this 
pragmatism to the average Israeli who 
himself has become pretty pragmatic, in 
his pursuit of happiness, in pursuit of the 
new Israeli dream: the Second Vacation 
Villa in Zichron Ya'acov. : 
"And let's face il,” continues Shamir, 
“he, like every Israeli leader, has had to 


live with, the, permanent pressure. of thes 


all evil.” 


hat Shamir, the eminent writer, has 
emerged as an eloquent mouthpiece 


for right-wing ideology explains the often 
blunt tenor of his arguments. Shamir has 


come by the role honestly. First, he seems 
to be beyond trivial intrigue, free of liter- 
ary affectation and whims. As a Zionist, 
wriler and politician, he has long been the 
proud vessel of nationalistic values, 

Second, his ardent views are a rebuke to 
the left-wing sentiment widespread in the 
country's literary community. Moreover, 
his stature as the author of 50 books -- [2 
novels, five short story collections, 12 
books of essays, five biographies, one vol- 
ume of poetry and 15 plays — including 
some of the Hebrew-language’s literary 
masterpieces and best-sellers of the 1950s 
and 1960s, preclude his critics from dis- 
missing him. His frequent outbursts are 
offset by his literary track record. 

And finally there’s a subtle difference 
between himself and other authors who are 
yocal on the big issues. He's not an author 


turned political ventriloquist. Rather 


= GUARD OUR TONGUE © 


Shamir appeared to have been Tummaging 
for some insight inte this country's inner 
life almost 50 years ago when he created 
the memorable character of Uri, the native- 
bom young man in his 1947 novel Hu 
Halach Basadot (‘He Walked in the 
Fields”), ; 

Shamir frequently used the conceit of a 
sabra hero whose life and personality 
would be shaped by the ideals and goals of 
his emerging country. Uri, who reappears 
in later works, is reared amid family 
entanglements in his kibbutz home and 
slowly unravels his complex personality 
via the holy trinity of pre-state Zionist 
doctrine: fidelity to family, to the arche- 
typal refugee girlfriend and, of course, to 
the Palmah, 

In fact, many of Shamir’s early works 
were devoted to Israel’s conflicts before 
and during the War of Independence — 
particularly in the stories in his collection 
entitled Ad Eilat (‘To Eilat”). His earthy 
1951 novel, Melech Basar Vedam (trans- 
lated as The King of Flesh and Blood), has 
sold 180,000 copies in Hebrew and 
remains a perennial favorite. : : 

For someone like Shamir, for wham for- 
malities matter little and character counts 
for a lot, the road to the literary acme of 
the country’s right has been ‘a peculiar 
one. ᾿ 

Shamir, today a grandfather, was born in. 
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Safed ant raised in Tel Aviv by faithful 
socialist parents. His father had fled Russia 
in 1915 via Japan, arriving in Seattle, In 
1918, his father joined the Jewish Brigade 
along with others from North America and 
fough with Allenby. Shamir was educated 
at the Herzliya Gymnasia, where one of his 
classmates was Aric (Lova) Eliav who 
wauld becume an ardent left-wing ideo- 
logue. (“A nice guy," says Shamir, “but a 
foolish dreamer.”) 

Eventually, Shamir joined Hashomer 
Hutza‘ir youth movement and held a posi- 
tion on ils national hoard. From 1941 to 
1947, he was ἃ member of Kibbutz 
Mishmar Ha'emek. He served in the 
Patmah in 1944, 

He was the founding edilor of 
Bamahane, which started out us the under- 
ground publication of the Hagana before it 
became the official magazine of the IDF. 

Shamir's literary and political direction 
began fo change in the 1960s, He started to 
experiment with his choice of narrative 
style -- in his diulagues he began 10 use 
mixtures of Arabisms and slang — and his 
Political views also started to meander pre- 
cariously out of his Mapam confines. 

Some of the outdoors values inculested 
in him by Hashomer Hatza’ir found 
expression in 1967 in the Land of Israel 
Movement, which he founded with the 
poet Nutan Alterman and Zvi Shilosh. 

Afier his movement encountered fierce 
Opposition from the left, particularly from 
Hashomer Hatza‘ir, Shamir responded to 
the left-wing political infrastructure with 
characteristic rotl-call criticism. 

“In fact,” he was quoted as saying ina 
1986 intervicw, “it is they who changed 
course, not J. Who opposed the partition if 
not Hashomer Hatza’ir, along with Labor 
movement ideologues Berl Katznclson and 
Yitzhak Tabenkin? Who clamored for the 

right to seitle in the most remote, dangerous 
areas of Israel if not Hashomer Hatza'ir?” 


In 1973, Shamir joined the Likud; but in 
April 1979, he announced that he was 
leaving, saying the Likud majority had 
betrayed the party platform and ideology. 
The Land of Israel Movement and, later, 
Tehiya introduced Shamir to practical pol- 
itics and he found the experience disap- 
pointing, al odds with his literary soul. 
“They were the most frustrating years of 
my life; the bickering, compromises, coali- 
lions, deals -- utterly mortifying.” 


hamir's dual interests — literature and 
politics — found expression in April at 
the 37th annual conference of the embat- 
led Hebrew Writers’ Association at Beit 


lived its usefulness. 

Even worse, its “purist” bylaws are now 
considered to be anachronistic, politically 
Incorrect and perhaps even racist. 

Specifically irksome to critics of the 
association is the bylaw which states that a 
published Isracli author who writes in a 
language other than Hebrew cannot be 
granted membership. 

Al. the conference, the “purist” faction, 
Shamir among them, steadfastly opposed 
any changes to the association’s canon. 
For staking out this position they were 
denounced as “closet racists” who were 
simply looking for excuses to exclude 
Israeli Arabs from membership. 


‘All this antiestablishment post-Zionist 
fever, all this chipping away at the 
foundations of Zionism — just because 


it’s politically expedient and cool 
— is foolish and dangerous.’ 


Hasofer in Tel Aviv. 

The vexing issue at the conference was 
nothing less than the organizalion’s very 
existence. It was founded in 1937 by Hain 
Nahman Bialik, it receives approximately 
NIS 1 million in public funding per year, it 
publishes a magazine called Moznayim, and 
it is the official body promoting the cause of 
Hebrew belles lettres here and abroad, 

According to critics - and they include 
most of Israel’s top writers today ~ it is a 
literary dinosaur. Writers like Amos Oz, 
A.B. Yehoshua, Yoram Kantuk, Irit Linur, 
Shulamit Lapid, Meir Shaley and Batya 
Gur don’t bother paying membership dues, 
They have maintained that it has long oul- 


For Shamir, being at the vortex of this 
debate put him into a familiar hot seat. The 
day the conference was scheduled to open, 
he wrote an impassioned article in Ma’ariv 
entitled, “The Divine Name is Hebrew,” in 
which he decried “the deplorable attempt 
to exorcise from the association the ‘divine 
name’ and change it Into a ‘golem.’ " 

The batlic, he argued, was not over 
allowing Arab writers into the association, 
but rather it was a “fight for [maintaining] 
the purlly of the Hebrew language.” 

The wriler Yoram Kaniuk replied in 
Ma ‘ariv: “That is very anachronistic think- 
ing in my eyes, very racist - this notion of 


rig Hebrew Writers’ i 
the associalion was actual 3 
Bialik in 1937 —we establish vine iM 
“Once upon a time, there ‘WAS 8 need 
unite the literary Hebrew ἢ Se 
speak. Today, it’s dangerous, All 
who speak about the Purily of Hebrey 
and of Hebrew literature are Taclsis usj 
concepts which are nol part and Parcel of 
our nation. What they are ἰ 
is the Arabs.” eee 


In ἃ sense what happened at the Hebrew 
Writers’ Association Conference vindics. 


ed Shamir. He has long Argued that thereis 


8 creeping political malaise which ho calls 


“post-Zionism.” Not only has this ailmen : 


been gnawing at the foundation of the ᾿ 


country’s ΟΠ στὰ} life, maintains i 


bul now it’s even attacking the big mma * 


root itself: Hebrew. 

“This current government, and | don't 
say this lightly, is the first post-Zionly 
government of Isracl. So everything is 
upside down now. Everything is being 
reassessed. Our language, our history, our 
literature is now being seen through the 
post-Zionist prism. Old battles -- like the 
supremacy in this country of the Hebrew 
language over other languages — are sud. 
denly subject to debate again. And it’s felt, 
sometimes in ripples and sometlmes in 
waves, in every sphere of life. 

“The truth is,” says Shamir, “that this 
country was built by Zionists. Until this 
Current government, every single govern- 
ment was a Zionist one. Zionist meaning: 
the Jewish nation must return to five in 
Israel, in all of Israel. 

“And to live means to rejuvenate the 
Jewish culture, the language — Hebrew - 
{and] Jewish traditions. That's Zionism, 
and without it, this nation could not have 
existed. These essential principles were 
always clear to everyone. For exampls, 
even when the founders of the Technica 


focusing on Hebrew. By establishing a started to lobby for Instruction in the 
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German langunge, the idea was booted out. 
No way. The study and implementation of 
the Hebrew language was and continues to 
be - and 1 see this with the four Russian 
immigrant fumilies Irom Syerdlosk who [ 
- an integral part of the Zionist 
experience and the immigrant experience. 

“But the pos!-Zionist seam of thought,” 
stresses Shamir, “has begun to press for 
‘equality’ by, in fact, erasing all ethnic dif- 
ferences in this country. The messuge is: If 
we are the dominant language and culture, 
we are, ergo, elhnocentrists and racists. It's 
absurd. This was why they agilated to have 
the committee {which oversees as 
policy] to admil non-Hebrew | 
ars (oils ranks. This is why the motion was 
defeated.” 

According to Shamir, there are several 
overlapping reasons why the Israeli acade- 
mic and intellectual communities are in the 
throes of what he says is a heady post- 
Zionist Oktoberfest and why, in general, 
they tend to gravitate to leftist politics. 

The first reason, he says, has its roots in 
the old Mapai-Histadrut picties. “The 
nationalist camp neither ruised nor culti- 
vated a generation of thinkers and that’s 
because, over many years, the Histadrut 
and Mapai — today they call it the Lubor 
Party -- simply took over every sphere of 
development in this country: health, the 
economy, agriculture, the newspapers. 
They received all the money; they built the 
schools, the institutes of higher learning. 
The right-wing parties had no access, no 
opportunity to create a reservoir of people. 

“Secondly, the world of academe gener- 
ally tends to drift toward 1 leftist orienta- 
tion,” observes Shamir. “Why? Because 
the legitimate concept of playing the role 
of the ‘doubter’ is a natural role for the 
intellectual, for the scholar, the mind 
wained to test and probe. So if the estub- 
lishment tells you to ship off und fight a 
war in Vietnam, the intellectual is the log- 
ical person to ask why. 

“In Israel, where we are very cosmopoli- 
tan, very Jewish, very aware of trends, the 
intellectuals were deeply affected by the 
post-colonialist fever which had gripped 
Europe after World War Π. Africa, for 
example, was freed from ihe white 
European’s clutches and a giant eatharlie 
sense of guilt ensucd. There was the sense 
~and it was true — thut a terrible injustice 
had been done to the African nations, Lefl- 
wing figures like Sarwe and SO Were 
Seen as the champions of the pust-colonial- 
ist period. 1 think there is an element 
of false Christian piety running thraugh, to 
love one's enemy.” 

Shamir believes the Isacli intelectual 

this “post-colonial, syndrome" 
and tried it on for size, even al the risk of 
Opening himself up te self-hatred. nat 
tisk,” he adds, “of Knowing that this 
Sort of sentiment would be used us a live 
Weapon in the hunds of our enemies who, 
of course, have no such Western hang-ups, 
although they’ ve become experts at watch- 
mg us self-destruct with ours.” 
> Israeli intellectual, according to 
mur, “is the sort whe follows the trend, 
even if the trend declures that Che Guevara 
'sthe archetypal hero, even if the Nazi war 
ine destroyed six million Jewish lives 
and made the point, we thought for all 
lime, that the Jew is always in danger. 
less, the Israeli intellectual ulso 
Wants to rail against his government, go 
haa the establishment, be anti-patriotic, 
himself with an appropriate degree of 
Post-colonial self-loathing. 
ibe Six Day War was the great litmus 
an Says Shamir. “Suddenly the Isrueli 
lectual was faced with a ditemma. He 
cen, it the mirror and asked: Was the 
ΩΝ against the Arab states legitimate 
crime“ committed a horrible colonialist 
haps: 8gainst other nations? Have I per- 


᾿ red strange larids which I have 
00 Tighis to? Is 
colonialism?” 4 


ionism actually a form of 


ir ays that at this juncture in the 
Ss 5 history, when the intellecwal 
“uunity and leftists tike μονα Eliav 


‘Menachem Begin gave back Sinal, which is a travesty generations 
of Israelts will pay for. A flasco. The root of all evil,’ says Shamir. 


were gripped by what he calls a massive 
attack of self-doubt, he formed the Land of 
Isracl Movement. 

“My years in Hashomer Halza'ir had 
given me a great love of the Land of Istael, 
all of it, We used to crawt behind every 
rock and crevice. [ felt, after 1967, that we 
rival Land of Israch. 
izution of Uwe Zionist 


E saw this as the τὶ 
dreans in toto, Conespondingly, | began to 
believe αἰ the concept of land for peuce 
was a Lrigteally deluded one," 

Why deluded? “Because,” says Shamir, 
“the world continues to he a ermel place. 
Do we need proof? All this antiestablish- 


ment post-Zionist fever, all this chipping 
away at the foundations uf Zionism — just 
hevause it's, academically speaking, polit- 
ically expedient and cool — is foolish and 
dangerous. 

“Here we have an example of someone 
like Shimon Peres who really hus begun to 
believe his own false utopian myths which 
undoubtedly not a single Arab leader 
shares. No wonder Rabin can’t stand him 
with alt his highfalutin nonsense and with 
his idiotic slatements like [Peres’ recent 
remark in Germany] ‘/ch bin ein 
Bavarian. δ ¥ 

Shamir sighs. If he imagines what it's 
like for Rabin to have a ditsy foreign min- 
ister beside him, he also speculates about 
Rabin's internal dilemmus. Though not 
personally friendly, Shamir recalls a cer- 
tain cordiality which Rabin extended him 
during his Knesset days. , 

“] remember when I arrived at the Ninth 
Knesset as a new member, Rabin, who of 
course knew my politics, came over fo me 
and said, ‘Moshe, your presence adds 
honor to this house.’ ᾿ 

“Rabin is essentially a practical man. J 
remember how he opposed the Lavi pro- 
ject out of practical, financial considera- 
tions. He hopes this patchwork quilt of 
treaties will prevent a war, Nevertheless, 1 


think his handshake with Arafat really 
shattered something inside him. He’s not 
an actor. He's clumsy. In any case, he’s 
nol a smooth fool like Peres," 


ack out the Hebrew Writers” 

Association conference. Shamir 
remained cool even after the startling 
opening remarks by President Weizman to 
the venerable assembly. “You know who 
you remind tie of” Weizman barked from 
the podium to the audience dominated by 
older writers. “1 onee had this sunt who 
Nagged me that she wanted to see Masada 
from above, from the air, So finally F 
urranged to have one of my pilots fly her 
aver Masada and afterwards T asked him 
how it went. And he told me, ‘Thank God 
there was a young slewardess aboard, She 
lowered the average age lo 76," " 

Nor did Shamir go berserk when the next 
speaker, Arts Minister Shulamit Aloni, sug- 
gested that the association udopt the recent 
findings of the Ben-Porat commission that it 
admit non-Hebrew language Israeli writers 
into its ranks and change the organization's 
name to the Association of Israeli Writers. 
Her remarks were roundly booed and 
unpleasant epithets were hurled, The confer- 
ence received an ocean of bad publicity. 

Where was the literary meeting of great 


minds? Shamir waves his hand in a dis- . 


missive gesture. He doesn’t explain why, 
but it could be because his ears are simply 
inured to the criticism, 

The fact that the Hebrew Writers‘ 
Association has been boycotted by Israel's 
major literary figures, is, says Shamir, 
symptomatic of the post-Zionist philoso- 
phy which has gripped Israeli intellectuals 
and members of academe. (Amos Oz noted 
just before the conference that 23 years 
after he left the association, “nothing has 
changed. But neither have my opinions. I 
don’t know, what goes on there, nor do 1 
want to.”) 


Shamir points out that there is an 
umbrella writers’ group ty serve the needs 
of authors “writing in Arabic, Yiddish, 
Russian, Spanish and every other languuge 
under the sun.” The group, the Israel 
Writers’ Association, bus an annual budget 
from the Arts Minisiry of ΝΙΝ 111,000, 
one-tenth that of the Hebrew Writers’ 
Association. 

However, to demonstrate that concern 
for the survival of the Hebrew language is 
justified, Shamir points out that he is 
equally bent out of shape over “the 
Americanization of the Hebrew lunguage 
and Israeti culture in general.” 

He is disturbed immensely, for example, 
when he sees signs and billboards and 
advertisements in English only. The way 
Shamir sees it, what the Arabs haven't suc- 
ceeded in doing, Madison Avenue has. 

“The Hebrew language.” he says, “is 
under attack. The preblem of the 
Americanization of Israel is un extension 
of the Armericanization of the world in 
general. American culture is being dumped 
wholesale into the entire world. It's cheap. 
Its quick. It's aggressive. I's in’ the 
movies, on television. Do you know whit 
destroyed communism? Jeans. Jeans and 
rock [ntusic]. In Israel, in particular this 
addiction 1o things American is turned on 
high volume.” 

Shamir has no regrets about his record as 
a watchdog for the Hebrew-language when 
he was a legislator. 

In 1980, he announced his intention to 
submit a private member's bill designed to 
protect the Hebrew language from what he 
called "jargonization.” Latinized words, 
instead of Hebrew, were popping up all 
over the country, he complained at the time. 
The bill was never formally introduced. 

Critics said the bill demonstrated 
Shamir’s totalitarian leanings. It would 
have banned the showing of non-dubbed 
foreign-language films and would have 
tequired advertising, signs, official corre- 


f§ spondence and instruction for use of prod- 
ucts to be in Hebrew only, It would have 


allowed for Arabic on the condition that 
Hebrew be used simultaneously on all 
Arabic official documents. 

Today, Shamir, is literary editor of 
Natiy, a bimonthly political magazine 
which he calls “the last distinetly Zionist 
publication in Israel,” 


Sn suys the country will haul itself 
out of the buried hulk of psychological 
wreckuge he believes the government his 
inflicted upon it, He sees salvation coming 
- for him, a secular Jew — from strange 
places: “a large Zionist aliya from 
America; in Gush Emunim; in Bnei Akiva 
and some of the other youth movements. 
These groups attract the sort of people whe 
know who they ure, who uren’t plagued by 
self-doubt. They represent the ideal.” 

Shamir also says he has worked up a 
grudging admiration for the haredim 
whose “anti-Zionist stance and their 
refusal to participate fully in the Jewish 
communal life of this country 1 totally 
teject and condemn bul whose devotion to 
the faith I deeply admire.” ~ 

As something of a cultural purist him- 
self, Shamir appreciates their niggardly 
approach to Israeli culture, their refusal to 
get sucked into the maw of modernity. “I 
accept their criticism of the permissivencss 
and moral corruption in Israeli society. 
They are right in this respect and have a 
message worth listening to." 

Shamir recalls he once met an elderly 
Jew on a particularly tawdry section of Tel 
Aviv’s Dizengoff Street. “The man stopped 
me and, gesturing to the street scene, told 
me, ‘Reb Moshe, for this we died? For this 
we are getting killed every day?’ 

“And the old Jew was right. It was gar- 
ish. There were prostitutes, cheap 
American rock music blaring, all sorts of 
20th-century idol worship being practiced, 
with blank-faced Israeli kids milling about, . 
T don’t agree with Shulamit Aloni’s view 
which is essentially, ‘To hell with ‘the 
haredim. Who cares what they think?’ I 
felt this man deserved an answer.” [ΠῚ 
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THE INFORMATION by Marlin Amis. 
Harmony, New York. 374 pp., $24. 


By Matt Nesvisky 


he Information fully justifies its great pre-publi- 
cation buzz, a buzz that reverberated on both 
sides of the Atlantic. Bul the buzz, as buzz often 
is, was somewhal beside the point. 

Literary London and New York had fastened on 
Martin Amis’s fiercely negotiated $800,000 advance 
for the book, a sum required, so it was said, to pay for 
the author's messy divorce and for a new set of book- 
tour teeth. Gossips also clucked over Amis’s firing of 
his literary agent, who happened to be the wife of his 
fellow novelist and snooker pal Julian Barnes. And of 
course they reveled in the irony of the book’s subject, 
which is literary envy. 

But what threatened to get drowned out by the buzz was 
that Martin Amis hud wrilten what is arguably the black- 
est comedy of his career. And for Martin Amis, who ever 
since publishing The Rachel Papers at age 24 has been the 
wicked young man of English letters, that's saying some- 
thing, It's as if William Burroughs suddenly discovered 
whole new realms of nightmare that in his wildest drug, 
indulgence he never imugined existed. 

For Amis, you sec, it used to be pimple-popping and 
the shabhiness of mass culture. Oh, yes, and there was 
that nuclear threat, But uncouth behavior, pervasive tack- 
iness and general annihilation are ensy targets. Now 
Amis has dug down deep into the human psyche. And 
what he finds isn't terribly funny. What he finds is (he 
horrifying capacity and compulsion that human beings 
have to hurt other people. 

In the cosmic view it is of course terrifically funny that 
we're built that way, But down here it isn’t funny at all, 

The Information has funny touches, but they are just 
that, comic dabs and doodles applied, one might suppose, 
lo prevent the reader, or perhaps the author, from suc- 
cumbing to terminal depression. Even the throwaways are 
infused with as much grief as comic relief: n pub is called 
The Slug and Cabbage; the marital intimacy of 
Middlemarch’s Casaubon and Dorothea is likened to “try- 
ing to get a raw oyster into a parking meter.” 

Typical Amis fils, yes, but Martin Amis isn't all that 


Mr. Bellow’s Planet 


CONVERSATIONS WITH SAUL convoluted 


Bleak and Bitter 


young any longer, and a dozen books into a career 
there’s a bleakness and bitterness that few readers 
expected, Consider, even if it makes you shudder, 
Richard Tull. 

Richard is the central figure in The Information, 
Richard is a failed novelist whose humiliation is increased 


idens about —_soclely, 


American Jew (accidentatly born in 


by the skyrocketing success of his best friend and fellow 
novelist Gwyn Barry. Richard perceives Gwyn as 
hideously shallow, immenscly untalented and egregiously 
ovcrestimated. 

That all of this is truce is of no comfart. To make mat- 
fers worse, Gwyn is handsome, has a rich and beautiful 
wife, and apparently cannot help but succeed in every - 
thing he does, Richard’s own failure may well be 
deserved (he does after all write unreadable books), but 
Gwyn’s unmerited success is too much to bear, Richard 
determines to right the scales of justice by destroying 
his friend. 

Richard devises scheme after scheme to bring his rival 
low. With escalating cunning and madness, Richard plots 
to irritate, to distract, to harm and ultimately to thorough- 
ly discredit. If it means having Gwyn beaten up on the 
street, so be it. If it means cuckolding Gwyn, so be it. If it 
means ruining Gwyn’s reputation, so be it. 

So be none of il. Gwyn blithely sails on to every new 
sales record, Hollywood contract, accolade and prize. By 
novel's end the scales of justice are not righted. In this 
cosmos there is no justice. There is only absurdity and 
chaos, cruelty and corruption. 

To be sure, The Information contains some wonderful 
set pleces; the moribund literary magazine where 
Richard does hack work; the vanily press (presided over 
by one Balfour Cohen) where Richard edits; the dual 
book tour in America where Gwyn Barry is greeted with 
the literary equivalent of Beatlemania while Richard 
finds only new depths of humiliation. And to be sure, 
Amis writes some of the most incandescent prose to be 
found anywhere, 

But it’s grim, grim, grim. How reminiscent of, and yet 
how dissintilar this book is to the navel that launched |’ 
Papa Kingsley Ainis's career a half-century ago, Lucky |. 
Jim, you will recall, featured an unti-hero with all manner 
of undesirable attributes who wrenked mischief on his | 
colleagues as he struggled to secure his place on the 
greasy pole of academia, Yet we checred Jim, we reveled 
in his antics, we exulted in comedy leaving the world 
more or less aright. 

In The Information, everything remains awrong. What 
¢ happened in the last half-century? The last half-century 
happened, that’s what. This hasn't been a happy 50 years 
for our civilization, and that's not Martin Amis’s fault. 

Martin Amis has always been flashier and mote flam- 
boyant than his father, but he has also grown far more 
thoughtful. In his last novel, Time’s Arrow, Martin Amis 
took a peculiar but quite penetrating look at the, 
Holocaust, and 1 suspect that what he found fuming in the 
heart of humanity affected him deeply. As well it might. 
Which is why The information transcends its subject mat- 
ter to become the deep and troubling novel that itis. ΝΗ 


KORALIK 


CHERYL 


to be disturbed), a heavy coffee drinker, 
does not write outlines and begins at the 
beginning. “I get full of excitement which 
prevents foresight and planning. I regret it 
when J get into trouble: a book two-thirds 
done and I don’t know how it's going to 
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BELLOW edited by Glorin L. 

Cronin and Ben Siegel. Jackson, 
Mississippi, University of Mississippt 
Press: 303 pp. Price not stated. 


By David Brauner 


oon after Saul Bellow’s first 
novel, Dangling Man, was pub- 
lished in 1944, he joined Time 
ik Magazine as a film critic. “1 was 
Young, inexperienced, and tired of knock- 
ng about,” he recalled many years later in 
an interview, 
“It was a short-lived career,” the inter- 
viewer reports. “On Bellow's second day, 
me senior editor Whittaker Chambers, 
Who would win notoriety as Alger Hiss's 
woe asked Bellow what he thought of 
nasworth, “Whal does that have to do 
With ‘film reviewing?’ asked Bellow. 


3 Belling tambers demanded an answer, 


low said that Wordsworth was a 
: aan Poet. Chambers said, ‘There’s no 
Ban for you in this organization.’ So 
κ᾿ ‘Sw went back to writing books.” 
‘ton, te time this story was published in a 
view Chicago Tribune magazine inter- 
and ths Nobo had nine more books 
his belt; = tize for Literature under 
col Gonversations with Saul Bellow, ἃ 

Mection of his published interviews 
vaflelo Β. the last four decades, devoted 
μανὸν, and literary groupies can 

: INRAZIRRAGA CATE 


intellectualism and writing, and, to 4 lesser 
extent, his private life (four divorces and 
five wives, and three sons by his first three 
spouses). 

By most accounts Bellow is a natty 
dresser. One writer describes him as a 
“keen-eyed, gentlemanly-looking man,” 
while another points out his “sensual 
mouth and hooded molten eyes.” 

Many of the interviews begin with state- 
ments like “Saul Bellow doesn’t like to be 
interviewed,” or “he dislikes being pho- 
tographed,” or “he is an intensely private 
man who shuns the talk-show circuit and 
the trappings of celebrity.” ; 

Nevertheless, his anthologized 
dialogues amount to a not inconsiderable 
300 pages of hard grilling. If he'd truly 
wanted to avoid the limelight, he might 
have written under a pseudonym like the 
mysterious William Wharton. ᾿ 

Bellow himself admits late in life, “l 
wanted some recognition, of course, bul 1 
didn’t need, or expect, super-certification. 

This book tells us that “Bellow grasped 
quickly the lesson learned by many of his 
literary colleagues: to use the interview 
form as a means of responding to critics 
(literary and personal) and of clarifying 
aspects of his own thought and fiction he 
felt had been misinterpreted.” But rather 
than using the interview form to fight his 
critics’ fire with fire, Bellow produces 
smokescreens to confound the enemy 
while agonizing over the identity of the 
real Bellow. 


vey Themage bestieade qoveal himself as.an, . 


Sic stag °° 


Canada), a university-based thinker and ἢ 
regular guy growing up on the wrong side 
of Chicago's tracks, the more Bellow con- 
ceals himself and the meaning of his liter- 
ature under heaps of words. » 

As with his books, once the covers are 
closed Bellow’s interviews leave the read- 
er with cloudy impressions rather than 
solid memories. Perhaps that is his literary 
discovery: that real life is made up of dis- 
connected strings of incidents, snippets of 
conversation and random choices that only 
gain vague significance in the hands of 8 
skilled writer or interviewee observing 
and commenting on them. 

At the end of Conversations, one isn’t 
sure whether Bellow has had an easy, 
satisfying and productive life or a 
difficult, frustrating and underachieving 
time of it, The former reflects the acclaim 
he’s garnered while the latter is 
undoubtedly closer (o what Bellow 
himself feels about his gift. The trouble 
with Bellow's planct js that it's rarely 
coated with sugar, making it rather-hard 
to take. 


BELLOW rewrote his famous 1964 novel 
Herzog 15 to 25 times, “I have a trunk full 
of manuscripts,” he says. (There's no indi- 
cation that he’s switched to using a com- 
puter.) He remarks: “The main reason for 
rewriling is not to achieve a smooth sur- 
face, but to discover the inner truth of your 
characters,” 

He’s a morning worker (apparently the 


hours between seven and one.arg holy, not, - quershadqwing the qucrgsies:, . 4... 


_ing not much later, “Writing was not 


_ birthday, He has certainly had a charmed 


come out.” 

He is a sclf-disciplined perfectionist ἔν 
(suffering from the “Protestant diseasc of |: 
worldly asceticism”), interested in the 
whole book and the book as a whole, 
including {ts production quality. 

Before he was 16, he had torn up two 
novels. When his first novel was accept- 
ed, he had second thoughts and destroyed 
the manuscript. 

On the one hand he says, “Isn't writing a 
spiritual activity? I seem always to assume 
that,” and then he contradicts himself, say- 


meant fo be an occult operation; it was not 
meant (o be an esoteric secret.” 

Bellow is invariably asked about his 
Jewishness, Like so many of his charac- 
ters, he has a Jewish name — he was born 
Solomon Bellows — but curiously little Τὰ a 
else that evinces a Jewish identity. For 
him being a Jew is a “basic set of primitive 
facia ... my given.” : 

Nor does the existence of Israel exer- 
cise his intellect in this volume. He never 
once mentions his time as a correspon- 
dent reporting on the 1967 Six Day War 
or his stay in Jerusalem in 1975, which 
spawned To Jerusalem and Back: A 
Personal Account. 

Saul Bellow is now just shy of his 80th 


career, one which many wannabe writers 
would envy. It’s only towards the end of 
his conversations that regrets and 
disappointments creep in, . somewhat 
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JERUSALEM MOSAIC: Young 
Voices From the Holy City by Isaac 
E. Mozeson and Lois Stavsky. New 
York, Four Winds Press; Toronto, 
Maxwell Macmillan Canada. 160 pp. 
$15.95. 


By Netty C. Gross 


saac Mozeson, an English professor, 

and his wife, Lois Stavsky, a veteran 

New York Cily public-school 

teacher, spent the summers of 1992 
and 1993 in Jerusalem, interviewing 
teenagers for a book which they hoped 
would offer an aitractive snapshot of the 
city’s multicultural youth. 

The authors, Jewish liberals who also 
have profoundly ecumenical feelings about 
Jerusalem, interviewed teenagers they met 
at random, on the main pedesirian malls, at 
parks and in various neighborhoods. 

Evenlually, they culled 36 monologues 
out of their research — “voices” as dis- 
paratc as Leah, a 14-year-old American 
Israeli from Har Nof who sees the world in 
terms of “frum” and “goyim,” and Sami, a 
19-year-old Moslem Palestinian from 
Wadi Joz who hates the Druse and Beduin 
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more than the Israeli army. 

The resull is a compelling book worth 
reading, but undoubtedly not the one the 
authors intended. Instead of producing a 
mosaic, in which, according to the pro- 
logue, “each stone in this uniquely beau- 
tiful and compelling city is as different as 
her children,” the book has the pucrile 
energy and dissent of a Jackson Pollack 
canvas. 

The book profiles 24 Jewish teens who 
vary from acute apostates to Eastern 
European fatalist fanatics; from conven- 
tional Zionists to get-me-out-of-here-Isis. 
There are eight interviews with 
Palestinians -- five with Moslems and 
three with Christians subjects, 

The rest of the young people in the 
book have smorgasbord identities like 
David, an American boy living in Baka, 
the son of a Texas Baptist minister who 
altends an Assembly of God.Schoo! in 
Shuafat, where most of his classmates are 
Moslem Arabs, 

He loves his church, would like to join 
the IDF and lives in anticipation of 
defeating the Devil al Armageddon, 
which he explains is located in the lower 
Galilee region. He wears Armageddon 
Airline T-shirts, 

Lumping all these teens together -- New 


Dutch Treat 


BIBLIOTHECA 
ROSENTHALIANA: Treasures of 
Jewish Booklore edited by Adri K. 
Offenberg, Emile G.L. Schrijver and 
F.J. Hoogewoud with the 
collaboration of Lies Kruijer-Poesiat. 
Color photography by Iman Heystek. 
Amsterdam University Press, 

153 + XII pp. NGL 59,50. 


By Geoffrey Wigoder 


msterdam’s Bibliotheen Rosen- 
‘thaliana is one of the world’s 
most important Jewish libraries, 
and to mark the 200th anniver- 
sary of the birth of its founder, Leeser 
Rosenthal, i! has issued this delightful vol- 
ume. Apart from 8 brief history, the book 
consists of color reproductions taken from 
50 of its choice possessions, each accom- 
panied by a full-page description by:a dif- 
ferent expert on the history and signifi- 


‘cance of the work In question. 


Leeser Rosenthal lived in Hanover and 


frie FERUSALEM PUST MAGAZINE! mnt 
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100,000 titles with 1,000 manuscripis, 


‘was an obsessive book collector, When he 
died in 1869, he had amassed the largest 
Jewish library in Germany with 5,200 
Items, including 32 manuscripts, 12 
incunabula (books printed before 1500) 
and many other rare Items. 

The library was presented by his helrs to 
the cily of Amsterdam, where it became 
part of the university library. It was closed 
by the Germens in 1940, although some of 
its workers gained access, undetected by 
the Germans, and removed many of the 


- precious items, 


The Germans wanted the collection as 
part of the library they were planning to 


“open “for the Investigation of the Jewish 


Question" in Frankfurt; 153 crateloads 
were shipped to a village near Frankfurt, 
where the Nazis were collecting looted 
Jewish treasures. Fortunately they never 
had the chance to remove the books from 
the boxes and they were safely returned to 
Amsterdam afler the war, and the library 
was reopened in 1946, Under a succession 
of noted and devoted librarians it has been 
continually expanded. and now has 
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York City melling-pot style — bespeaks a 
certain cultural unsophistication on the part 
of the authors. Jerusalem, where the exist- 
ing religious and ethnic status quo has been 
painfully achieved, is not New York, where 
multiculturalism is the font from which the 
city gels its energy. Not yet, anyway. 

The book delivers fascinating idiosyn- 
cratic tidbits from the different walks of 
life whicti have the cumulative effect of 
disproving the authors’ stated purpose. 
There is no common thread to these lives; 
they do not comprise any mosaic. 

If anything, the book suggests that 
despite specific cultural habits common to 
both extreme religious Jews and Moslems 
— ie. arranged marrlages and musings 
about God — all these teenagers are proba- 
bly best off exacily where they are. Far 
away from each other. 

The sabras profiled in the book speak 
with the surest degree of adolescent 
obnoxiousness and abandon. Daniella, a 
12-year-old sabra, believes that haredim 
“stink” and that Christianity makes more 
sense because “you're praying to a Person, 
Jesus, something you can seo.” 

Seventeen-year-old Yankele, the son of 
Satmar hassidim and ἃ father of a newborn 
baby (his wife is also 17), describes his 
shock when on his wedding night his 


2,000 iconographical collections and 
many private archives. 


TO GIVE a few examples of the 0 
illustrated and described in this vane 
A manuscript of the classic tabbinic 
work, Sefer Mizvot Katan, was written 
in 1386 in a fluent and professional hand 
by a woman scribe. Over 4,000 medieval 
Jewlsh scribes are known but fewer than 
1 εις women, 

scribe here was Hannah b 
Menahem Zion, working in Cotas 
What Is romarkable, given the Medieval 
Jewish milieu, is not that there were so 
few women scribes but that there were 
any at all. However, in her annotation 
Prof. Colette Sirat comments that most 
Of the 45,000 kaown Manuscripts are 
anonymous, and some of these could 
μνς ὑπερ. μα τς by unknown women 

23, although 
ver ae. igh she doubts if there 

the 34 incunabula in the Jibr 
figure comparing with other pelle 
libraries), a few. Pages ars reproduced, 
One of them, an almost complete copy of 
Jacob ben Asher’s Arba‘a Turim dating 
from 1493, was the first book printed in 
Turkey not only-in Hebrew but. 
Guage. The printers were. 


had been expelled from Swine iad 


In the previous 


year and who had brought with them typo- 


@eoilai air. 


but in any lan- 


τ ee 


father explained what a husbands duti 
are. He had met his wife o os 
short lime. ly once for 

“T didn’t believe it, so I wen 
mnie couldn’t imagine being eng 
something so, so physical, Such ἢ 
of God.” phy; ch is the way 

Omer, 18, hardly relishes the j 
being drafted into the IDF. “Let fae 
ull the stupid bastards who want to 
with guns. Do I need these goons with the 
officers’ stripes playing with my head for 
the next three years?” 

Seventeen-year-old Nitza, a Meretz 
activist, laves to dance, loves school and 
literature, doesn’t want to ΒΟΙ married, 
thinks too many German Jews live in 
Rehavia and may move to London one 
day. 

Shai, 19, the embittered son of divorced 
deaf mutes who was placed in hassidic 
foster care from which he ran away, says 
he spent eight months in an army jail. He 
had gone AWOL when his unit was pos 
ed to Lebanon, because he wanted to visit 
his dying mother. He hopes to marry and 
live in Holland. 

Ase there any normal Israeli teens? 

Yes, there’s Ariella and Avner and Dalia 
and the immigrants ~ Gina from Baku, 
Leonid from Moscow and Dan from the 
Gondar province in Ethiopia, all of whom 
evince moderalion of views and grace. 
The four teenage American Jewish immi- 
grants profiled, however, sound like con- 
fused misfits. 

The Palestinian subjects are far more 
decorous, though they too occasionally let 
their guard down. 

Nineteen-year-old Re’em is a Christian 
Istacli Arab student al the Hebrew 
University who supports George Habash 
but reveals that she cannot understand 
whal's going on “inside her father’s 
head.” Her father, she believes, “wishes he 
was Jewish; he says he would rather Jive 
in a state run by Jews than Palestinians.” 

While Sa’ana, a 14-year-old girl from 
Ramallah, admits she was happy when she 
heard about Saddam’s missiles flying in the 
Gulf War so she could “die wilh her ene 
mies,” 14-year-old Zadiya confesses that 
her least favorite subject in school is Arabic. 

“I love reading and speaking Hebrew 
and recently read a book about the Shoah, 
a subject not taught in our school.” 

Nineteen-year-old Abed from Silwan - 
who claims that 50 Jewish girls married to 
Moslems are living there (“they are loved 
by everyone in our village”) — explains 
that beyond the establishment of 4 
Palcstinian state, all he wants out of life is 
a hotel job, 


graphical material from their country of 
origin, where Jewish books were alrcady 
being printed. 

A book wrilien in Amsterdam by Saul 
Levi Mortera, president of the tribunal that 
excommunicated Spinoza, is the most 
comprehensive work up to its time by 4 
Jewish author about all forms of Christian 
dogma and contains the first critical analy- 
sis of the New Testament in a vel " 
(written in Portuguese, it was published in 
Spanish translation). 

Another exciting work is David 
Friedlander's Lesebuch Fir Jidische 
Kinder, the first modern book for Jewish 
children, Published in Berlin in 1779, it 
includes Berechiah ha-Nakdan's well 
known fables translated from Hebrew into 
German by Moses Mendelssohn, who 
worked with Friedlander on the project. 

A further example is the manuscript Jet- 
ter by Jerusalem Sephardi chief τα 
Raphael Meir Panigel, dating from the late 
19th century, reacting to a suggestion that 
Part of the money ralsed in Amsterdam for 
Support of the Holy Land communities 
should be given to those working the ne7 
settlement. The chief rabbi, while 


acknowledging the importance of the 
work of seltlement, responded that the 
money was needed to maintain scholars 
and ensure religious observance and none 
Of it should be diverted to the settlers. 

ΒΦ «ποίμαν εὐ: εἰ Inobessg aurggate "εὐ. 
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THE JANISSARIES by Godirey 
Goodwin. London, Saqi Books. 
288 pp. No price stated. 


By Debra Stahl 


ny serious discussion of the 

“Sick Man of Europe,” as the 

Ottoman Empire became known 

to the European powers, must 

include an examination of the role played 

by the janissaries in the shaping of 

Olloman policy and their subsequent 

on world history. At their peak, 

were an élite infantry corps comipris- 

ing one-fourth of the Ottoman army. 

Godfrey Goodwin describes their signifi- 
cance and decline over the centuries. 

An understanding of the origins of the 
jonissaries -- in Turkish Devsirme, and 
"Christian Levy” in English — throws light 
on their uniquely powerful position in the 
sulian’s saray (palace), as well as their noto- 
tious propensily for unbridled behavior. 

Goodwin describes in great detail the 
recruiting of Christian children, their edu- 
cation at the saray or subsidiary colleges, 
their placement in myriad military posi- 
tions and civil-service jobs, and their ulti- 
mate emergence as a dangerous brother- 
hood committed to self-preservation. 

Goodwin argues that the junissaries 
were not entirely (o blame for their subse- 
quent excesses. He maintains that “the 
shabby janissaries merely mirrored, ufter 
all, the society for whom they (occasion- 
ally) fought.” Their time-honored custom 
of overturning cauldrons as a symbol of 
tevolt against a sullan’s various policies, 
as well as their dreaded drinking bouts, 
which often ended in the pillage of focals, 
teflected deficiencies in leadership and 
society as a whole. 

Ottoman life was riddled with corrup- 
fon. Fear of enlightenment led to a decline 
in military performance as the once drend- 
ed janissary artillery and swords could no 

F compete with European armaments. 
Also, personality cults had their effect 
when individuals other then the sultan con- 
(rolled the janissarics and al times ted them 
In rebellion, Most importantly, the extraor- 
dinary Ottoman attention to detail, once 
the Secret of their success, faltered. The 
Previously careful selection of only 
hiristian candidates with leadership abili- 
lies, superior education and fighting skills 
Was allowed to lapse, 

‘ came to envy the power and 
prestige of this army of converts. The for- 
mal introduction of Moslems in 1582 coin- 
Clded with the decline of the janissaries. In 

me the corps became overloaded with 
Giminals who were increasingly hostile 
towards authority, and this led to its 

. But debauchery was far from 
pales tory During the 15th and 16th 
the y brought glory and wealth to 


Goodwin describes how, in “cities of 
‘Sik, actually army camps, the soldicrs 
fens More grandly than al home.” The 
mperial tent or ofak (high dome) took sev- 
tral years to construcl. The one made for 

Mehmet IV wes supported by 16 
: Sean covered in satin. 
lor yet of the entourage who 
in the major campaigns had 
San tents commensurate with their 
ly 85 well ag working tents for their 
dled and the records of state which trav- 
with the sultan and his army. 
jeavemine nt was ‘exercised. in the field 
St a5 it was in the Saray.” 
“dia all thelr baggage, the janissaries 


hide de ΓΑΒΡῚΟ and moved al great speed 


wy ther excellent rations,” Goodwin 


ἢ thelr intolerance of authority, they 
ngerous precedent in the region. Hl 


Yoram Bar, ‘Candle at Noon,’ Keter. 


READING FROM 


RIGHT 10 LEFT 


JEFF GREEN 


acob Frank (1726-1791) was one 
of the spiciest (and most unsa- 
vory) characters in early modern 
Jewish history. Claiming to be the 
messiah, he became the leader of a fairly 
Inge group of secret Sabbatcans -- Jews 
who continued {0 believe thal Shabbetai 
Zvi (1626-1676) was the messiah, even 
after his conversion to Islam in 1666. ὃ 
Frank's followers, mainly- centered in 
Poland, believed thal there were two paths 
to redemption: absolute righteousness and 
absolute sinfulness. Since, given human 
nature, the former was rather unlikely, and 
the latter was a lot more thrilling, that is 
the path they took. Frank himself had a 
considerable sexual appetite and a fertile 
imagination, so mystical orgies became 
central in his cult. ᾿ 
Yoram Bar, a kibbutznik, has written a 
solid and convincing historical novel aboul 
Jacob Frank entitled Ner Batzohorayim 
(“Candle at Noon”), published by Keter. 


His book is based on careful research and - 


can be read as a history of the rise of the 
Frankist movement. The narrator and main 
character, Nahman of Krzywicze, actually 
existed. In Bar’s book he speaks as 8 bril- 
liant young rabbi from Podolia, a poor and 
oppressed region of Poland. Nahman was 
secretly a Sabbatean, pretending to observe 
the commandments strictly yet violating 
them in symbolic ways in order to bring 
redemption. On a trip to Salonika to visit 
the Doenmeh, a sect of Sabbateans who 
pretended to convert to Islam in order to 
continue their antinomian Jewish prac- 
tices, Nahman encounters Frank and 
believes he has found the messiah. It is 
Nahman who persuades Frank to come to 
Podolia and who organizes the nucteus of 
his followers. 


The Frankists tried to conceal their most 
outrageous practices and beliefs both from 
other Jews and from the Catholic and sec- 
ular authorities. Rather they presented 
themselves as anti-Talmudic, messianic 
Jews, rebelling against the oppressive 
structure of prohibitions imposed by the 
rabbis. After long negotiations and several 
public trials and disputations, Frank and 
his followers converted to Catholicism, 
hoping to receive land of their own in 


return for their conversion. The Church, ᾿ 


however, merely wanted to use the 
Frankists against rabbinic Judaism. Bar 
follows this process closely, bringing out 
the drama of the events and also stressing 
Nahman's inner spiritual struggles as he 
followed his leader along a path thal vio- 
lated every Jewish instinct in his heart. For 
despite his Sabbateanism, Nahman contin- 
ued to view himself as a religious Jew. 

Bar is very insightful in presenting 
Nahman’s motives for choosing to follow 
Frank ~ portrayed as 4 charismatic mad- 
man and avid opportunist — and for 
remaining faithful to him despite Frank’s 
hideous abuses of power and wildly capri- 
cious behavior. 

Frank's career would provide great 
material for a far more sensational novel 
than Bar's restrained and historically 
accurate book. Naturally one takes a pruri-- 
enl interest in stories about spouse-swap- 
ping, orgies disguised as religious cere- 
monies (or vice versa), and amazing des- 
tinies: Nahman begins life os a poor rabbi 
and ends up as a wealthy Catholic busi- 
nessman who speaks Polish with an odd 
accent and secretly observes Jewish 
dietary laws. But one always wonders how 
important these phenomena were. In fact, 
Frank’s followers were relatively few and 
his obscure movement petered out entirely 
by the mid-19th century, as did 
‘Sabbateanism. - 


YBHUDA LIBBES, a leading scholar in the 
history of Jewish mysticism, argues convinc- 
ingly that these movements were not mar- 
ginal, eccentric, and, ultimately, irrele- 
vant to mainstream Judaism. In a new 
collection of his articles, Sod Ha’emuna 
Hashabtait (“On Sabbateanism and its 
Kabbalah”), published by the Bialik 


Institute, he places them in the context of 
his broader ficld of study: Jewish mythol- 


ogy. 

The first of these articles, which were 
revised for the purpose of this collection, 
is a general introduction to Sabbatean 
messianism. Liebes carefully separates the 
closely interwoven strands of Jewish mes- 
Sianic belief in order to bring oul whal was 
unique about the Sabbateans, essentially 
those who continued to betieve secretly in 
Shabbetai Zvi even after he converted and 
died. The following chapters are orga- 
nized chronologically and analyze the 
thought and writing of the disciples and 
exponents of Shabbetai Zvi from his con- 
temporaries through the beginnings of the 
hassidic movement, 

The sheer mass of sources upon which 
this book is based is daunting: there are 
265 pages of text and 180 pages of dense- 
ly printed notes. Often in scholarly works 
based on obscure texts, one feels that 
much material has been included mainly 
because the author has taken so much 
trouble to recover it. If, for example, a 
scholar has invested a month in decipher- 
ing a mystical manuscript in faulty 
Aramaic, he's going to tell you about it 
whether or not it advances his argument. 
Liebes, however, does not drown the read- 
er in his sources. His writing is clear, and 
his fondness for the information he sup- 
plies does not distract him from the points 
he wants to make. 


IN JEWISH sources biblical Edom came 
to be viewed as the symbol of impurity, 
an allegory for the Roman Empire and 
later for the Christian states of Europe. 
Now, however, Israeli tourists can visit 
Edom, which is where Petra is situated. 
Ariel, a periodical dedicated to know!l- 
edge of Eretz Yisrael, has devoted issue 
107-108 to “Jordan and its Sites: 
Geography and History, the Antiquitics 
of Jordan.” Although it is also handsome- 
ly produced on glossy paper with fine 
photographs, this publication is not to be“ 
confused with the other Ariel, the Isracli 
quarterly of the arts published in English 
and several other languages. 

The Hebrew Arie! has been appearing 
for 16 years, and ils volumes have becn 
dedicated to such topics as “Jaffa and its 
Sites,” “The Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
in Jerusalem,” “Museums in Israel,” and 
“Early Photographs of Eretz Yisrael.” 

The current volume on Jordan is a model 
of what such books should be. There is 
nothing fancy about the layout, but it's 
very readable and jaterspersed with well- 
chosen, clearly reproduced and informa- 
tive photographs, maps and drawings. 
The volume is organized so that readers 
can immediately find the information they 
need. However, once they have located 
this material, they are quite likely to be 
attracted to the adjacent articles. You may, 
for example, have been curious about 
Jordan during the Crusader period, but 
you might not have been aware of the 
importance of the Circassian element in 
the Jordanian population and the history 
of its settlement there in the 19th century. 

The volume is divided into five parts: 
an introductory historical and geographi- 
cal section; articles on the history of 
Jordan from the prehistoric period to the 
present; .a survey of the main routes 
through’ Jordan from biblical tmes 
through the railroad era; descriptions of 
the rich and varied antiquities of the coun- 
try; and 19th- and 20th-century travelers’ 
reports, including some photographs taken 
during the trip to Trans-Jordan made by 
the students and teachers of the Herzliya 
Gymnasia in 1927. 

ttle in this volume indicates that it was 
weitten in a country that was officially ina 
state of war with Jordan until very 
recently. On the other hand, many of the 
articles quite properly dea! with subjects 
of particular interest to Hebrew readers, 
such as accounts of Jewish setilement In 
Trans-Jordan during the Second Temple 
period and of Jewish settlement in Trans- 


Jordan during the Mandate. wes {1 


ALWAYS, RACHEL: The Letters 
of Ruchel Carson and Dorothy 
Freeman 1952-1964 edited by 
Martha Freeman. Boston, Beacon 
Press. 567 pp. $35. 


By Shirley Granovetter 


hese letters of Rachel Carson, the 
pioneer of the environmental 
movement, and Doruthy 
Freeman reveal a Damon and 
Pythias friendship that became the desper- 
utely needed and essential element of sup- 
port in both their lives. The dust jacket 
proclaims this book to be “‘an intimate 
portrait of a remarkable friendship.” 

Readers’ reactions are bound to be many 
and varied. On the one hand, you feel like 
trespasser or a Peeping Tom, intruding 
into the most private moments of a sensi- 
tive human relationship. On the other 
hand, you are swept along by a lyrical and 
loving moad pervading every one of the 
567 pages of the book. Also, your heart 
aches for this lonely crusader, beset by so 
many persona! problems. 

And you wonder about little Roger, 
Rachel's niece’s son, adopted by Rachel at 
her niece's untimely death, having then to 
lose his “second mother” (when Rachel, 
herself, died) while he was stil! a child. 
Where is he now and how has he sur- 
vived? What scars does he bear of so 
many changes and losses in childhood? 
What a brave little soldier he seems in 
these lelters. OF course we know -some- 
thing of Dorothy’s granddaughicr, little 
Martha. She became a lawyer and edited 
this volume. . 

At her father’s death, Rachel became the 
sole breadwinner of her extended family, 


LANDSCAPE AND MEMORY by 
Simon Schama. New York, Alfred A. 
Knopf. 578 pp. $40. 


By Richard Eder 


andscape is more than a nourish- 

ment that the earth provides to our 

imaginations. [t is a nourishment 

that our imaginations provide to 
the earth. 

Against the extreme ecological notion of 
ἃ primal state of wilderness sullicd by 
human civilization, the historian Simon 
Schama writes: “The wilderness, after all, 
does not locate itself, does not name itself. 
Tt was an act of Congress in 1864 that 
established Yosemite Valley as a place of 
sacred significance for the nation, during 
the war which marked the moment of Fall 
in the American Garden. 

“Nor could the wilderness vencraté 
liself. Tt needed hallowing visitations from 
New England preachers like Thomas Starr 
King, photographers like Leander Weed, 
Eadweard Muybridge and Carleton 
') Watkins, painters In oil ke Bierstadt and 
Thomas Moran, and painters in prose like 
John Muir to represent if as the holy park 
of the West...” 

Landscape and ‘Memory is a series of 
forays into what Schama calls “the long 
_history of landscape metaphors.” We are 
“born in the world but also the world’ is 
‘bom in us. In the 18th century, artistic 
tourists used a Claude-glass, a brown-tint- 
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Dear Rachel, 
Dear Dorothy 


as well as personal caretaker of her frail 
niece, of baby Roger, and of her aging 
mother, That she succeeded against all 
odds and outside pressure is a tribute lo 
her amazing talent. 

How ironic that honors and accolades 
came to her as she was struggling bravely 
in her losing battle against cancer. She 
was unable to realize her dream of travel- 
ing the world, even as all {hese opportuni- 
ties opened up to her. Stoically facing the 
evil, invading illness, she continued to 
write (o her dear, dear friend of the beau- 
ties of nature, of the joyous aspects of life: 
the hirds of the air, the clouds of the sky, 
the creatures of the sea, the lovely bloom- 
ing flowers of every season. Her closeness 
to nature was responsible for the great 
happiness and ecstatic moments in her life 
to the very end, 

Rachel and Dorothy met for the first time 
in 1953 at Southport, Maine, when they 
became neighbors in their respective sum- 
mer homes. From the very beginning, the 
friendship was meant to be. Dorothy was 
11 yeats older and married, but her pho- 
tographer husband Stanley was very much 
included in the friendship and admired for 
his pictures of nature’s wonders. 

Summers they spent together in Maine. 
The rest of the ycar the two women corte- 
sponded, often more than once a day, in 
addition to making frequent phone calls 
and short visits (Rachel from her home in 
Maryland and Dorothy from hers in 
Massachusetts). 

In their letters, they pour out their love 
for cach other. There is an early letter to 
which both correspondents often refer. 
They entitle it “the hyacinth letter.” In it, 
Rachel writes of “a [mythical] man” who 
“if he had two pennies he would use one to 
buy bread and the other to by ‘a while 


ed mirror in which they could frame hilis 
and forests that would contain, ready- 
made, the dusky romantic ambience of the 
painter Claude Lorrain. 

The Robin Hood legend provided a 
vision of the bucolic forest so fashionable 
that none other than Henry VIIT ted a court 
procession Into the woods, where he was 
fed a venison breakfast by a green-clad 


- “outlaw” — 16th century greenwood chic, 


Schama, whose approach to history has 
ἃ cultural, social, political, economic and 
mythical sweep, is a writer of restless 
ideas and poctic insight. He is also a 
prodigious wielder of facts, 

In his books on two such solid subjects as 
the French Revolution and the 
Netherlands’ golden age, massiveness had 
its own logic and energy, and poetic insight 
needed to do no more than play its part, 

In this study of how myth and memory 
frame our landscapes, the subject Is more 
elusive, Schama’s insight is ravishing, but 
the finally unstoppable detail with which 
he fills it out gives it far (oo much to rav- 
ish. There are loo many German foresters, 
forest mystics, Ttalian landscape design- 
ers, painters of the: sublime, Alpine 
romantics and assorted eccentrics whose 
anecdotal accounts disperse and often sub- 
merge the provocative connection ‘with 


which Schama begins his book ‘and to 


which he all too occasionally returns, - 


THIS INITIAL vision comes with ‘the 
ae of a child in a landscape, The child 
is himself; his favorite book ‘is Kipling’s 


᾿ Puck of Pook’s Hill, the hill being an‘ordi- 


- He writes of the bi 


-be -cobrupted,: and they α 


hyacinth for his soul.’” She continues: 
“you, dearest, are the ‘white hyacinth’ in 
which I Invest part of my time.” 

Rachel and Dorothy wrote about the 
music and books they both loved. I have 
made a list of books they recommended to 
each other. The list runs to more than 50 
most unusual titles, including some of the 
Joveliest poetry written in the English lan- 
guage. But the number is not significant. 
What is important is the subject matter: 
the sea, living creatures, travel and nature. 


THIS IS of course not the first book about 
Rachel Carson. But it is the first book in 
which Rachel speaks for herself -- inti- 
mately, honestly, unselfconsciously, as 
she reveals her dearest thoughts to her 
dearest friend. They had many “favorites.” 
Their favorite flowers were freesias and 
hyacinths. Their favorite animal was the 
cat. They each had two, whom they nur- 
tured and loved. Their favorite birds were 
the veeries. 

Silent Spring, written during the stress- 
ful, painful treatments for cancer, was 
inspired by a letter Rachel received from a 


The Nature of History 


nary English hill out of which historicut 
and mythical figures emerge for the bene- 
fit of a dreamy little boy. 

Schama’s “hill” was the sedgy, mucky 
Essex shore of the Thames estuary. 

As a schoolchild Schama produced a 12- 
page “History of the Royal Navy.” At the 
same time he was working on a different 
Unk of land and myth. Son of a Polish- 
Jewish immigrant, he turned in sixpence at 
his Hebrew school, each penny buying one 
“Jea? for fsroel’s tree-planting program, 

He was putting history into the land- 
Scape. We knew that a forest was the 
Opposite (ὁ a desert, he wiles. “The dias- 
pora was sand. So what should Israel be, if 
not a forest, fixed and tall?” 

, A family tradition takes him to the 
“puszcza,” the great forest between 
Poland and Lithuania, His forebears were 
Jewlsh loggers -- we get a photograph of 
lumberjacks in black hats and sidecurls ~ 
and the landscape contains their memory; 
88 well as all the tormented memories of 
Polish, Lithuanian and Russian history in 
(hat “haunted land where the greatcoat 
buttons from six generations of fallen sol- 
diers can be found.” 

ison that once roa 

the forest, and the appearance of fc an 
forest in national epics that kept Polish 
and. Lithuanian © identity alive. He 
describes how, when the Nazis invaded 
Poland, Goering took over the forest for 
‘his private hunts,-and the forest dwellers 
were liken away and shot, 

Landscape myths can nourish, they can 
an corrupt, 


woman distressed by the careless and 
indiscriminate use of poisonous sprays 
which caused the instant death of all the 
birds in her area. Carson was dubbed "a 
hysterical woman” by the pesticide manu- 
facturers, who, in their efforts to discredil 
her, spent so much money that the public- 
ity actually aided her. 

As we read, we see how unaffected 
Rachel’s letters arc. She is not writing for 
publication. She is writing to her friend 
She writes from “under the dryer.” She 
writes from the train and from the plane. 
She writes about the clever sayings of lit 
tle Roger and the problems of her cat, 
Jeffic, as if he were an equal member of 
the family. 

Dear Rachel is a book for anyone inter- 
ested in the struggles of the woman who 
woke the world up to our environmental 
crisis (which scems to be even mot 
frightening now). 1 hope its publication 
will inspire a new generation of readers lo 
turn to the prize-winning books thet 
Rachel Carson has left for us and to read 
them naw. They are indeed a treasure thi 
we hnve inherited from her. 


Schama writes at great and ultinetely 
oppressive length of the forost myth in 
German history. What started as a romal 
tic forging of —— character ended as 
Nazi blood-mysticism. 

“ILis, of pane, painful to acknowledge 
how ccalogicully conscientious the mos 
barbaric regime in modern history & 
ly was, Exterminuting millions of lives 
was not al all incompatible with passion 
ate protection for millions of trees: 

A middle section of the book turns from 
trees [0 water, Schama gocs into the 
cycles of flood and rebirth, and the gresl 
fountains of Rome — there is a brit 
passage on Bernini*s baroque masterpie 
in the Piazza Navona — and on to the Εἰ 
orate watercourses designed by 
engineers. He writes of Thames 
and the annual whitebait feast that bess 
an obligatory erie date for " 
tury English politicians. 

He goes onto mountains: fe 19. 
tury cult of Alpine tourism, 
on: Mt. Rushmore -- with a εἰ 
account of the Jong and w oF 
ntruggle of Rose Arnold Powell t 
Susan Β. Anthony's face up alon aan 
faces of the four ae —and other 
tions of myths and crags. , 

A final section deals with nai 
Arcadia, as a place both of happy ri eat 
and shepherds, and of the darker 


of goatish Pans and wolf-men. Hee 


ἢ i 
gests the same duality for Centra 
bucolic by day, wolfish by nigh. 06 ἢ 

Much of the material is interestlg 
much of it takes on a list-like fi 
small anecdotes and minor As 
Schematically, hey can be made ad 
Schama’s theme of how memory But ef 


give significance to the landscape ray q 


ie, oe 
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Tova Lotan: oll on canvas 
(Chelouche Gallery, Tel Aviv) 


savy Amsterdam is selling off an 
early corporate collection on May 30 
that is of historical significance in several 
ways: notable in it are a group of works 
typical of the postwar expressionist Cobra 
(Copenhagen, Brussels, Anisterdam) 
movement, chiefly by Karl Appel. 

The collection fund was established by 
Holland's oldest and most distinguished 
choin of department stores, the Bijenkorf 
(hechive) stores, to promote young artists, 
Proveeds of this month's sale, which also 
includes figurative painting, will be used 
by the foundation to purchase works by 
today’s young artists. 

A highlight of the sule is the bronze 
“Girl with Braids," 1914, by Jacques 
Lipchitz, a combination of futurist afd 
cubist ideas suid to be a turning point in 
the sculptor’s oeuvre. 

Bijenkorf, the holding company which 
atso rims New York's famous loy store 
£.A.0, Schwartz, has always looked τὸ the 
fwiure of art and arehiteeture, In the past, 
its stores were designed by Marcel Breuet 
and Gio Pontl and ‘decorated with large 
sculptures by Naum Gabo, Osip Zadkine 
ἘΠῚ and Henry Moore. : 
Le One of these, Zadkine’s “Destroyed 
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City,” was later donated to Rotterdam. - 


tis not hard τὰ fathom why the bibli- 

cal tale of the sacrifice of Isuac has 

proved an uttractive metaphor for 

local artists Ucaling with aspects of 
the father-son relationship, or themes of 
valor and sacrifice. But the reasons why 
more than a dozen feuding [srueli artists 
are attracted to the classical myth of Icarus 
and Daedalus remain obscure, even after 
viewing a group show mounted by Ruth 
Manor on this topic. 

The legend, described in Ovid's 
Metemerphoses, deals with the flight from 
Crete on wings of Feathers and wax 
designed by Duedalus; and how Icarus [ell 
into the veean and drowned, after he flew 
too close to the sun and the wax in his 
wings melted. 

Sume of the participants in this show uti- 
lize the legend in a similar way to the 
Suctifive of ἔπιες (see the drawings of the 
πιὸ Avraham Ofek, and the paintings of 
Simcha Shirman, a photographer trying 
his hand in another medium). Yost 
Bergner's sketches and painting with 
themes of imprisonment and grief intro- 
duce a new and alien charucter into the 
classical myth, that of the grieving mother, 

The motif of the full. with its biblical 
connotations of punishment for arrogant 
behavior, is taken up by a large number 
of artists. E particularly liked Audrey 
Bergner's delicate watercolors in which 
the geometric spread of Icarus's wings 
recall her paintings of Beduin tents; 
Michal Rovner’s fine photograph of a 
human fire-ball shooting across a mottled 
sky; und a pair of powerful black-and- 
white woodeuts by neo-eapressionist 
Asaph Ben-Menahem, one of which 
shows angels supporting the falling body 
of {curus. Distinguishing his work, apurt 
from its large size. is the unusual view- 
point, as if the action were taking place 
above one's head on ἃ Baroque ceiling. 

There is also a strong showing from 
Martine Agimon, whose wood-sculplure 
shows the body and face of a terrified 
Tearus fused with the waves of ihe sea, 


Bijenkorf Sells Cobra Works 


Karl Appel: ‘Cry For Freedom,’ 


(Sothe 


and remains its most famous memorial to 
the Nazi air attack on the city. One of the 
first shows of the- then controversial 


store in }949,. ..... 


Σ head is weated in ofher wa 
"s Amsterdam, May 30) | © Welrexec 
ν ἀρὰν lay 80) ᾿ . Mg Strip-images like those produced by an 


pristine: 
‘Cobra mavement was held in ἃ Bijenkorf . - ge i 
E : Me: * MAN possesses a-cestaizi.allure: But naver- 


Martine Agmon: ‘Icarus,’ wood sculpture (Petah Tikva Museum) 


This screen-like work, influenced by trih- 
al art and, very probably, Kadishiman’s 
large corten stecl “Sacrifice” series {repre- 
sented on the Tel Aviv Museum pliza), 
brings to mind the phrase “a geometry uf 
fear.” used to describe the character of 
English sculpture of the 1950s. 

Missing from this show ure works by 
Tumarkin and Bak, but some photo-repro- 
ductions might have been offered instead. 
Tumarkin has utilized the Icarus theme as 
a variant of his turgel-track-projectile 
assemblages; while Buk's paint 
nect both to this legend and the “Suctifice 
of Tsanc™ through depictions in which a 
father and son ure decked ont us pilots: 
wilh their bodies weighed dewn with 
metal wings and harnesses, flight and free- 
dom are an unattainable dreain. (Art 
Gallery, Yad Labanim Museum, Peish 
Tikva.) Till June 18. 


TOVA LOTAN’S new oil paintings fave 
a touch of class about them that is missing 
from most of the new shows in Tel Aviv. 
Their central image is the shadowy form 
of a human head which originates either 
from ἃ photo of Lotan herself, or video 
clips of an anonymous man, depicted full- 
face or in profile. 

In one set, which recalls to mind the 
white nail pattern paintings of Dusseldorf 
artist Gunther Uecker, Lotan hammers 
colored or diamond-headed pins into the 
surface of her canvases, producing some 
scintillating effects of light and shadow. 

However, these pins have another pur- 
pose, They are the instrument through 
which Lotan vents her anger on the oppo- 
Site sex. In several instances, she “blinds” 
her victim's eyes (a male head) with a sheaf 


_ of pins, an act which-recalls the biblical 


μον τ Jael hi Killed the Cunaanite 

leader, Sisora, by inserti gi 

ie ral y mg A tent peg into 
In a second group of works, the innle 


I s: in small, 
well-executed and.colorful oils, as licker. 


one da pototo- machine: 
more. deliberately painted 
the nian’s head a 


and in larger, 
versions where 
and shoulders are shown 


ἢ There is-no doubt that Lotan's mystery 


theless, it is his weukuesses which are the 
focus of these confident, quietly sity 
compositions. (Chelouche Gullery, Te 
Aviy.) Till June 11. 


IN CONTRAST, viewing “Above Golden 
Fingernails.” a gallery installation by 
Noam Dror, a Bezialet Academy graduate 
domiciled in Fuimee. is an unrewanding 
task. Painted on the walls are the silhot 
ronymiaus: demagogues; siled ot 
sculptures which could 
child: blocks of soap 
nul a pair of silverel 


the Llae 
have been nie by 
bound with chuins 
semty-boxes. ‘The : 
proffered the explanation that Dror is 
expressing his vision of world history aé 
cycle oof militarism ἀπι} repressiol- 
Unconvineing. 

Even ieee δ are cutouts of Ue 
letter N, the first initial of Dror's mame 


pasted on the wall with words like “dit ἢ 


mond” aud phrases fike “feet of ie” prin 
ed an them, This show can be (coor 


mended only to these who like puzzles 8 Ε 


an esthetic experience it rites ἃ zero. ( 
M. Gallery, Tel Aviv.) Till May cia | 


Noam Dror: detail of instaltation : 
(Julie MGallery,, Tel Αἰ)" - 


illery assistant kindy ἢ 
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Gender Benders 


By Meir Ronnen 


lively and eclectic theme show 
of painting, photography, seulp- 
ture and an occusional mixture 
of media, now at the Jerusalem 
θα House, is just the sort of exhibit 
tal is sorely missing al the Israel 


gore “Gender Bents — Shiucles of 
Sesval Identity” it comprises a happily var- 
jedset of works thal, as pictures, ulso rise 
jhove the theme: nearly all are clever in 

individual in style and accom- 

ished in technique. Most, but nut all of 

heworks by the 15 participants are recent; 
none have been seen in Jerusilem before. 

Mounted for this venue — with minister- 
id and municipal aid — by guest curators 
Nirth Nelson and Hagal Segev, who 
tae provided a smartly produced and 
welwritten English-Hebrew catalog, this 
ahibit’s accent on doing rather than theo- 
iting would probubly be considered 
insufficiently high falutin’ for the Isracl 
Museum's curators. 

The sim of the show is to remind us that 
Gsinctions between the sexes are not 
aways cleur and never were. ‘The variants 
indude hermapbradites, bisexuals, cioss- 
dkessers and more lately feminists who form 
amandrogynous core in ΠΝ ΚΙ ΠῚ society. 

‘The three main modes dealt with here 
indude ancient myths aul the ideal af phys- 
ical perfection; un examinition ob identity 
through self-purtraiture: and) constantly 
shifting contemporary sexual perceptions. 
Bul again, what distinguishes this show is 
Dot so much the exploration of the theme 
bul the interest provided by the nature aml 
standard of cuch individual work. Most pra- 
woke both admiration and enjoyment. 

For instance | was intrigued by the sin- 
ge-image figures of Bonz Kaizmun, not 
because of their lack of gender and sexual 
chancteristics, but beewuse of the way that 
Naizman draws und paints at the same 
lime, while achieving u Matisse-like 

th and without being simplistic. 

Similarly, 1 admired the highly individ- 

pop-culture renditions in ink amd water- 
color of Gary Goldsteln's self-purtrail wnul 
Symbols of transformation and drag figures 

ih both male and female parts, but 
Chiefly for their calor und! hieratic drawing. 
he lism’s representative is Hava 

cher, who elsewhere hus exhibited a 

Hes of elderly nude wamen with some- 

of the dispassionate frankness of 
Freud. Here she shows a nude man 
Mleczing the nipple of another middic- 

ei male in an amusing parody of a 
aa nalssance painting. Two other 
an figures engage your curiosity again 

t Sgaln: are they man or woman? 

‘mall for humor in art and not taking 

ee = seriousty. Cleverly 

'S Datna Ganani’s sex-change 

va toned from latex und three baby- 
~~ Wipples. In total contrast are the 


iter of neo-classical action draw- 

zons made by Mirlam 

Ganburd, who also shows a sculpture of 

shill S, euch growing a single 

Arar breast that is almost a 

ν΄ “ἢ Similar breast crops up in Roce 

janes oil on copper of St. Eugenia, 4 

Ὑ lady who disguised herself with 2 

hind oa er to study, Yentl-like, in a 
vay UY monaste: 

Bigs astery (not BCE as the 


Pe efiective are two striking drag self 


‘Workin 2 Jacob Mishori, achieved by 
mes _ and oil pastel over large 
pra 


prints, 


“hig thonle Participants selected for 


Cochayt, cai ae oe Naama 
Nena na Maye, Pamela Levy, 
Rena Negrihy ‘Dalit Sharon, Sinska 


Boaz Kaizman: palnting, 1992 


Shirman and Daniel Wajman. Worth 
seeing, 


DOWNSTAIRS IN the entrance gallery of 
this venue are fively landscapes _by 
Kinneret-born Rika Shalev, a sometime 
art teacher. Well handled and composed, 
they yet lack a sufficiently individual point 
ot view und ithove all, interesting color 
harmony. ᾿ 

Up in the meceanine gallery are paint- 
ings by the two latest Ish-Shalom 
Jerusalem Prize winners. One consists of 
widely representative collection οἵ 
delightful watercolurs and painted col- 
lages by Loulse Sehats, une of those rare 
and Jueky souls gifted with a speciul 
abstract music. Made ever four decades, 
these works on paper look as huppily fresh 
and convincing as ever. 

Born in Vancouver, Louise was ἃ ment- 
ber of the California Seven gioup; it was 
in Catifornin (hat she met und married 
painter Bezalel Schutz, son of the founder 
of the Bezatel school. They settled into the 
ancestral Schatz premises in Jerusalem in 
1951 and helped establish the artists vil- 
lage 41 Ein tlod, lo where the widowed 
Louise hus new largely retired. This award 
to her is long overdue. ee 

Also on view are mixed-media paintings 
and it single wood carving of a grotesque 
hy the other prizewinner, self-tanght art 
teacher Taml Bezuleli-Shochet (Ὁ. Isracl, 
1953). Her low-key limited palette pnint- 
ings are energized by overlays of scribble 
and farm a sort of declension of the Moshe 
Kupferman-Raffi Lavie-Avraham Eilat 
line; in general they lack clarily but one of 
them is quite effective. (Jerusalem Artists 
House.) All shows ΠῚ June 12. . 


Aare: 


Dafna Ganani: Sex-change sult, latex, 1994 


watercolor, 1969, . . 


Jacob Mishori: Self-Portralt, mixed-media, 1678/9 


“κι }} 


ith MAX 26,995429 


Taml Bozalell-Shochet: painting, mixed-media, 1995 
(Left) Loulse Schatz: ‘The Moment of Greening,’ 
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Don't you read the paper! 


You are all geared up for a day trip to the Sea of Galilee. As you approach Tiberias, you notice εἰ τὴς 
number of cars coming in the opposite direction. Funny, you think, where can they μὲ be going! ta a 
light, you lean out of the window and ask what's poing on. "Don't you read {πὲ paper? There's a rumor that 
4 poisonous fish, dormant For 2000 years on the sea-bed, is menacing bathers". “i 

So you see, if you read the Jerusalem Post every day instead of just at the weekend, you om d know 
about this momentous non-event! Not to mention the news in depth, analysis and opinion, and a choice of 
feature articles, pastimes, advice columns and entertainment every day. If you want to enjoy every day, 
once a week is not enough. 
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‘frag 


he first of the entourage stepped 
out of the plane into the bright 
sunlight at Ben-Gurion Airport. 


‘The friendly El Al steward took ὦ 


herelbow and gallantly guided her out the 
door, “Welcome to Israel, ma’am,” he said 
with a smile. 

She grabbed his arm, twisting it sharply. 
He howled in agony. “I am a woman,” she 
hissed at him, “not a cripple. Touch me 
again and [11 have you arrested.” 

The resi disembarked without harass- 
ment. The last of the entourage spat deri- 
sively at the whimpering steward. “Men!” 
she sneered. 


They grabbed their luggage, marched 
customs and assembled outside 


the departures gate, where their bus await- 
ed them 


They did not come here to tour the holy 
sites, bask on the beach or pat immigrants 
on the head, They were here on a barn- 
forming mission to change the world. 

They were the feared, hated, revered, 
πεν οὐ radicals of the Big Bang Conlition, 
0 umbrella organization for some of the 
most militant isms on earth. 

They had already achieved notable 
results, 


In Greece, feminist Delilah de Castro of 
Women on the Warpath revived the 
Amzons, convincing hundreds οἵ 
Women to cut off a breast in protest 
agalnst Greek chauvinism. 

In New Guinea, Juan Freedman of the 
Radical Left for Human Rights went on a 
hunger strike in suppor of cannibals. 

Schwartz of the anti-racism 
Equality or Else made headlines in 
where she attacked the lack of 

ἰς mayors. 

Enlronmentalist Diana Panopoutos, of 

of the Earth, warned the Russians 

loshow a little more concern for the nzone 

when they're burning down Grozny. 

y Manson of the politically cor- 

Ret Your Mouth! told the peaple 

of India they should call themselves 
Americans. 


how the ‘ 
ΓΝ 'y were in Israel. They hada 


Group teader Joan McCarthy fed her 
Woops onto the bus, exeept for Deliluh de 
Ὁ, who threw herself under the bus. 
ἮΝ Provocation!” she shrieked. 
= the -bus driver, a Palestinian 
an from an oppressed village in 
pa ad (erritory, asked what the 
Horas ἢ at be. Delitah said she'd 
beating nun over than board a vehicle 
“Oh ae word MAN?” on the front. 
wane that’s only the manufacturer's 
Shite. their policy,” Bil'a explained. 
Dianar 2s littered, and whispered to 
madera me S the first time she’s heen 


thy hacked off the offendin 
we ind Dl crawled out, kicked 4 
of grille and boarded with an air 
The bus drove 
them off, and McCarthy took 
nelly ee “We will be arriving in the 


ἧς Occupied capital in about 
Way Ip sabi havea full itinerary. On the 
where I, We pass the Knesset, 


ἴδ we'll stop for ἃ 
Quick scream at gov- 
CTEDL policy. mes will ae at the ἔδει 
“awa cup of orange juice 
ne the construction of its 
te we wil Of natural rock formations. 
ae hold the Manager hostage 
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Grave New World 


Look out, you sexists, polluters, oppressors and imperialists. 
The Big Bang Coalition has come to civilize us. 


By Sam Orbaum 


until all political prisoners are released, cat 
supper, wash up and then lay slege to the 
Chief Rabbinute for not being an equal- 
opportunity employer.” 

Juan Freedman watched the scenery go 
hy. “Nice country,” he said. 

McCarthy burst a vein, “Open your 
eyes, man! You're looking al a heli-hole, 
humun-rights-wise. Sec that farm there? 
That's a notorlous slave-labor kibbutz, 
where human beings are made to work for 
no pay. Those wrecked vehicles by the 
roadside are a monument 10 carbon 
monoxide poisoning.” 

Diana joined in. “And that forest —" 

“You mean,” politically correct Shirley 
suid, “that vertically inclinaled verdancy 
aggregation over there on the eft?” 

“Yeah. It was imposed on a site of nal- 
ural deserlification, another sordid exam- 
ple of environmental manipulation.” _ 

Juan felt sick with disgust. Diana 
thought she knew why: “Fumes. From a 
nearby garbage dump. Whiff it, Tuan. 

Shirtey’s eyes opened wide. “You mean 
they have a domain of superfluous 
unwantery, right here in the Holy Land? 2 

“No, I mean a goddamn garbage dump, 
Diana said. ; 

Bianca became alarmed, “T'll bet it’s 
upwind from a neighborhood packed with 
lower-income unils. You know, J read 
somewhere that people here are paid 
henefits based solely on the fact they 
uriginale from foreign countries. An 
outrageous example of reverse prejudice. 

“Worse than that,” Juan said, “I under- 
stand they entice Jews from Arab coun- 
Iries to relocate here, where they're forced 
into the army to wage war against their 

wn lands!” ἘΌΝ 
‘ “That's the way of the Zionists, Bil’a 
the Palestinian jolned in. “You know, they 
even entice Christians from abroad to do 
their dirty work, stealing our jobs and con- 


demning my innocent people to squalor 
and subjugation.” 

Bianca moaned sorrowfully. “Those 
poor Palestinians.” 

Shirley corrected her: “Those poor 
Zionistically-challenged Semites.” 


THEY ARRIVED at thelr Jerusalem 
hotel, demonstrated, rioted, noshed, fresh- 
ened up and gathered again at a bus slop, 
headed for downtown, 

The bus came. Juan, wearing a Che 
Guevara T-shirt, got on. The bus driver, 
wearing a Farrah Fawcett T-shirt, threw 
him out. “Sorry, mister, this bus is only 
for women.” 

Delilah couldn’t believe her ears, “Right 
onl" she said joyously. She boarded with 
mutch ado, faced the passengers and raised 
her fist. “Way to go, girls. You’ve over- 
powered the chauvinists, told em where 
to get off, hit "em where it hurts! If you 
can push them off this bus, you can lock 
them out of your homes, kick them out of 
your beds, take over their jobs! Today, this 
bus; tomorrow, the world!” 

“You don’t understand,” said one of the 
women, her shaven head covered, eight 
bedraggled children clinging to her drab 
ankle-length dress. “Our men put us on 
this bus to keep us out of theirs.” 

"What? Sexually segregated buses?” 

“It’s God's will,” the passenger 
explained. 

“We women know our place,” sald 
another, “safe from our own temptations. 
If we set eyes on strange men, the next 
thing you know, we'll be reading 
newspapers, watching television, getting 
ideas of our own. Then how will we serve 
our husbands and thelr sons?” 

Delilah fainted. McCarthy dragged her 
out into the fresh air and the bus pulled 
away. The coalition was dazed. When she 
came io, she wanted to know just what sort 


* American,” she told journalists, citing 


of an Israeli man could treat women like 
this. She grabbed a fellow about to get into 
his Mercedes and wresiled him to the side- 
walk. He was wearing tight pants. A gold 
chain nestled in his exposed hairy chest. 

“Pig!” the feminisi screamed, pinning 
him to the ground. “How dare you Israeli 
men squelch our natural temptations, rob 
us of sexual self-delermination, make us 
into mindless birthing machines!” 

He grabbed her hair, kissed her roughly 
and grinned. “Relax, motek, 1 use a 
condom.” 

“Rape!” she shrieked. 

“Unilaterally countenanced fornicatory 
relationship,” Shirley echoed. 

He wriggled out from under her and fled. 

“So, now we've met Mr. and Ma. 
Typical Israeli,” Diana mused. “What do 
you think, Delilah?” 

“T think we've seen it all.” 

“Oh, no, we haven’t. Look!” 

Across the street, a woman was silting 
bowed at the feet of a soldier. Delilah went 
nuts. “Stop, you macho moron!” 

The soldier swung around. 

Delilah gasped. “But you’re a woman!" 

“Yeah, and this scum bag was caught in 
the act.” 

“Wrong, sister, she’s a woman. A 
victim. Your own kind. Let her go.” 

A police van drove up and a policeman 
took possession of the prisoner. The coali- 
tion leapt inte action. 

“Police brutality!” McCarthy howled. 

“Male chauvinism!” Delilah shouted. 

“Political suppression!” Juan screamed. 

“You're stereotyping persons of the 
Moslem race,” Bianca charged. 

“Justifying the propagation of the 
military-indusirial complex, which 
contributes to pollution,” Diana added. 

“But she attacked an innocent bystander,” 
the policeman said. “She’s a—” 

“— Freedom fighter,” Shirley injected 
helpfully. 


BIL’A GAVE the coalition a thorough 
tour of the country, 

They visited Bnei Brak, where 
SyNagogues are segregated to prevent 
Sephardi women from praying to the 
Jewish God together with Ashkenazim, 

They were chased by a raging black-clad 
mob all the way to Ramat Gan, to the 
Safari, where animals ate denied the right 
to privacy. 

In Bethlehem, Shirley held a politically 
correct protest against the depiction of 
Jesus as Jewish or male or white, “Our 
Lord may have been an African- 


Louis Farrakhan as her source. “Jesus 
was probably a woman,” added Delilah, 
“who had to masquerade as a man to get 
ahead in a male-dominated society — 
which was, at the time, of course, 
Palestinian.” ; 

Blanca said Zionism will continue to be 
a form of racism “until you people open 
your borders to all the unhappy Africans 
who don’t happen to be Jewish.” 

At the end of their mission, the Big Bang 
Coalition organized a press conference at 
the alrport, and staged a surprise sit-down 
steke on the runway. “We appeal to the 
Arab world not to make peace,” McCarthy 
told the journalists, “until Israel Jearns to 


behave like a civilized nation.” 
“Right on!” Shirley shouted, and correct- 
ed her: “Like a Christian nation.” | | 
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